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names are a
f serious game
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I e The goal behind changing is simple —
Bud increased prestige. But the process,

E and the politics, can be daunting.

> By MARA ROSE WILLIAMS
== W The Kansas City Star

What's in a name?
3 These days, a growing number of colleges and
universities will tell you, more than you think.

Across the country, higher education institu-
tions are shedding provincial labels to enhance
their image and better compete for top students
and faculty and donor dollars.

Five Missouri public universities have
changed their names in the last decade or so, and
the University of Missouri-Columbia has pro-
posed a change. In September, Fort Hays Sfate
University announced that it was exploring a
name change, too, perhaps to the University of
Western Kansas.

“What we are seeing is institutions trying to
better explain their value to their key constitu-
ents,” said Christopher Simpson, chief executive
officer of SimpsonScarborough, a Washington,
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