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Stirdents learning English not only language in world

By TERRY ROMBECK

LAWRENCE JOURNAL-WORLD

LAWRENCE — Ellie Gibbs
wants a career in international
business and she’s not
assuming her contacts will
learn English.

“It almost goes without
saying,” says Gibbs, a senior at
Bishop Seabury Academy. “If
you're dealing with different
countries, you can't expect
everyone to know English.
That's an outdated
prejudgment.”

Larry Day, a retired
University of Kansas faculty
member, agrees. He's the
author of “Careers for Foreign

i Léq’g\j;%é’”‘kfiéi‘ohados &t
Other Multilinigual Types"
($14.95, McGraw-Hill} which
recentdy was published ir'its
third edition.

Day who publishes under
the name J. Laurence Day was
on the journalism faculty at
KU and has taught journalism
seminars throughout Latin
America and in other parts of
the world.

He says being bilingual will
make the next generation of
workers much more
marketable when it comes to
getting jobs.

“You type in, for example,
jobs for Urdu speakers’ in a

says. “You don't have to speak
native-level Spanish to get
employment or improve your
chances in a company.”

It's a Friday afternoon in
Mireille Green's honors French
class at Bishop Seabury, and
the smell of crepes is creeping
out into the hallway.

Students are making the
traditional French pastry and
talking almost exclusively in
French.

“I feel like even though
people are saying the French
market is crashing down, it's
still practical,” says Gibbs, the
senior. “We do a lot of business
between the states and France.
It makes a lot of sense.” ,

Arnother senior, Bill Butler,
is plannirig to hedge his '
language bets. He's taken four
years of French, but he wants
to learn Chinese in college.

“I think China is going to be
where it's at politically and
economically in the future,”
Butler says.

And learning a language
and culture gives workers a
clear advantage over those
who haven't taken the time or
made the effort, Butler says.

“Especially now with
globalization, it’s important for
everyone to interact,” he says.
“If you can do that in their
language, it gives you a better
chance to be successful.”

Danny Anderson, professor
of Spanish and associate dean
for interdisciplinary studies at
KU, says he’s seen a growing
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