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i Kansasﬁﬁlliracle Presentation

Nagunss

Will Be April 17

FOR THE INDEPENDENT

HALSTEAD - The Kansas Miracle:
Mennonites, Volga Germans, & Turkey Red
Wheat is a program that is sponsored by the
Karﬁl%m%s Program and the Halstead
Public Library and will be held at the Kansas
Learning Center, April 17, at 7:30 p.m. The pub-
lic is invited.

German-speaking people of Catholic,
Lutheran, and Mennonite faiths moved from

—

Russia to Kansas beginning in the 1870s. Learn
how they adapted to a new homeland and their
role in bringing hard wheat to the Great Plains.
The speaker is Norman E. Saul who specializes
in Russian history and international relations.
Norman E. Saul has been a professor of
Russian history at the University of Kansas
since 1970. Saul has also taught at University
College in Dublin, Ireland, and at

Northwestern, Brown, and Purdue Universities.
For more information, call the library.
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Supporters have started fact-gathering to pre-
pare to place the Johnson County Education and
Research Triangle initiative on the November 2008
ballot.

Triangle group spokeswoman Mary Birch said
supporters want to tell voters exactly what their
tax dollars would provide.

“The first thing will be to get our facts straight
as to what the long-term economic impact will be
to this community,” Birch said.

Supporters agreed to pay the Johnson County
Economic Research Institute to determine the eco-
nomic impact that triangle funding would
produce. Private money from the
Community Foundation covers research
costs, Birch said.

Supporters plan to give voters proposed
construction plans to the square foot, name E
degree programs the education institutions ]
would offer, specify research projects and
detail maintenance and operations costs.

Supporters plan to use the facts to ask
Johnson County Board of County
Commissioners to place the measure on the
ballot, Birch said. If commissioners agree,
the next move would involve organizing a
campaign leading to next year’'s November
election.

“It gives us enough time to run a really
well-thought-out, strategically planned cam-
paign,” Sen. Barbara Allen, a triangle advo-
cate, said.

Birch said supporters need to gather
facts within a few months to have time to
plan and amass funds to launch the election
campaign. ‘

“If we can build enough community sup-
port, and if we can get the commission to put -
it on the ballot, then I would think that there
will be a number of these folks who would con-




