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K a Presentation 

Will Be April 17 

FOR THE INDEPENDENT 

HALSTEAD  The Kansas Miracle: 

Mennonites, Volga Germans, & Turkey Red 

Wheat is a program that is sponsored by the 

Kansas Humani es Program and the Haistead 

Pub ic i rary and will be held at the Kansas 
Learning Center, April 17, at 7:30 p.m. The public 

is invited. 

German-speaking people of Catholic, 

Lutheran, and Mennonite faiths moved from 

Russia to Kansas beginning in the 1870s. Learn 

how they adapted to a new homeland and their 

role in bringing hard wheat to the Great Plains. 

The speaker is Norman E. Saul who specializes 

in Russian history and international relations. 

Norman E. Saul has been a professor of 

Russian history at the Universit of Kansas 

since 1970. Saul has also taug t at University 

College in Dublin, Ireland, and at 

Northwestern, Brown, and Purdue Universities. 
For more information, call the library. 
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mangle suppoder researcb 

JACK MILES  YENTIMIGLIA 

EDITOR 

Supporters have started fact-gathering to prepare 

to place the Johnson County Education and 

Research Triangle initiative on the November 2008 

ballot. 

Thangle group spokeswoman Mary Birch said 

supporters want to tell voters exactly what their 

tax dollars would provide. 

The first thing will be to get our facts straight 

as to what the long-term economic impact will be 

to this community,  Birch said. 

Supporters agreed to pay the Johnson County 
Economic Research Institute to determine the economic 

impact that triangle funding would 

produce. Private money from the 

Community Foundation covers research 

costs, Birch said. 

Supporters plan to give voters proposed 
construction plans to the square foot, name F 

degree programs the education institutions 

would offer, specify research projects and 

detail maintenance and operations costs. 
Supporters plan to use the facts to ask 

Johnson County Board of County 

Commissioners to place the measure on the 

ballot, Birch said. If commissioners agree, 
the next move would involve organizing a 

campaign leading to next year s November 
election. 

It gives us enough time to run a really 

well-thought-out, strategically planned campaign,  

Sen. Barbara Allen, a triangle advocate, 

said. 

Birch said supporters need to gather 

facts within a few months to. have time to 

plan and amass funds to launch the election 

campaign. 

If we can build enough community support, 

and if we can get the commission to put 
it on the ballot, then I would think that there 

will be a number of these folks who would con- contribute 

tribute to a campaign to make sure that we are able 

to educate the community about the benefits of the 
project,  Birch said. 

Allen said people want to know a new sales, 

property or combination tax that raises up to 

$18 million annually would be money spent well. 

The plan calls for a property tax of no more than 2 

mills, a sales tax of no more than two-tenths of a 

penny, or a combination of both. The tax plan must 
be based on what produces the minimum amount 

required to fi.md the triangle. 

The amount of money needed could decrease as 

building bonds are paid off, but some tax revenue 

would be needed always to cover ongoing costs, 

Birch said. 

We re very dedicated to making sure maintenance 

goes into this package,  Birch said. 

County Commission Chairwoman Annabeth 
Surbaugh said Saturday that any tax before the 

county that involves construction accounts needs 

to account for ongoing costs, The jail tax plan, for 

example, would add more facilities but offers no 

solution to staff those facilities, she said. 

Kansas State University and the Uni nf 

Kansas would receive the county tax funds to bolster 

their Johnson County facilities, programs and 

personnel, Allen said. 

The benefit would be great The (research) 

engine is going to be built right here in Johnson 
County and it will bring jobs and economic development 

and people,  Allen said. It s an exciting 

opporti.mity for this county.  

Birch said she expects most Johnson Countians 

will find value in the triangle plan. 

This might be our chance to have a piece of that 

new knowledge-based economy, but also the 

human side of being able to make a small contribution 

to cancer cures and treatments, and be able to 

make a small contribution to food safety and animal 

health,  she said. All of those things will be used to 

convince the public this will be good for the quality 

of life for Johnson County arid for our economy.  
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