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Legislators are meddling

Kansas legislators left for spring break
exhausted after some late-night sessions. They
could lessen their workload by staying out of
matters in which they have no business inter-
fering.

Case one: Lawmakers passed a bill telling
cities and counties they can’t restrict hand-
guns in areas, such as parks, that aren’t men-
tioned in the state’s concealed-carry bill.

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius should veto this bill.
It is a serious affront to local officials, who
know their communities best.

Mayors and city managers, not state legisla-
tors, should decide whether to allow people to
bring guns to city parks, municipal office
buildings and other city facilities.

As Olathe Mayor Michael Copeland has
pointed out, under the legislation city employ-
ees would have fewer protections than work-
ers at private businesses, which can post signs
forbidding handguns.

Case two: At the insistence of House
Republican leaders, lawmakers placed lan-
guage in the $12.3 billion state budget bill that
would give the University of Kansas Hospital
veto power over attempts by the University of
Kansas and its medical school to form a part-
nership with St. Luke’s Hospital in Kansas
City.

The language is an offensive example of
meddling that could hurt the medical school’s
attempt to grow in quality and stature.

Unreasonable resistance by KU Hospital
could also present a setback to the region’s
drive to develop as a bioscience center.

Sebelius, who supports the partnership, can
veto any line item in the state’s budget.

She should use that privilege to help an
important bi-state collaboration move for-
¢ ward.

— Kansas City Star
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