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Young girl waiting 

for prosthetic leg 
TOPEKA, Kan.  Alexis Platt is 

looking forward to jumping and running. 

The 7-year-old Topeka girl. diagnosed 

last fall with osteosarcoma, Is 

undergoing chemotherapy and waiting 
for a prosthetic leg to be fitted following 

a rare surgical procedure that 

amputated her upper leg and then 
rotated and reattached the remaining 
limb so her ankle would serve as a 

knee joint. 
After arriving at The University of 

Kansas Hospital, Alexis Platt receives 

a quick check-up from her doctor 
before beginning chemotherapy. 

The surgery, called rotation-plasty, 
has been in use since 1995. but few 

doctors in the United States have 
actually performed the procedure. 

it s rarely done because there s not 

a lot of kids who need It,  said Dr. 

Kimberly Templeton, an associate professor 
of orthopedic surgery at The 

University of Kansas Hospital in 

Kah City, Kan.. who performed the 

surgery on Alexis. 

Dawn and Bill Platt. Alexis  parents. 
knew something wasn t right with 

their daughter last fall when she 

began complaining about pain in her 

right thigh and cutting back on her 

physical activity. After a series of medical 
tests  X-rays. an MRJ and biopsy 

 Alexis, a first-grader at Pauline 

Central Elementary School, was diagnosed 

with bone cancei in mid-OctoThe 

diagnosis was a shock to the 

family. 

Bill Platt said osteosarcoma is a 

type of bone cancer commonly seen in 

young peopk but it occurs mostly in 
teenagers and rarely in children Alexis. 

age. 

At first. when you hear the word 

cancer  he said. then paused before 

explaining his father, grandmother 
and grandfather died of cancer. 

My dad died of cancer  Dawn 
added. and when Alexis made the 

connection (that she had cancer, too) 

she asked if she would die. 

Preparing for surgery 

Chemotherapy was started immediately 

at the KU hospital because 
osteosarcoma is an aggressive cancer 

that spreads rapidly. One of the hardest 

things the Platts had to do was tell 

Alexis that the hair flowing down her 

back would fall out, 

We donated her hair to Locks of 

Love..  Bill Platt said, referring to a program 

that takes shorn hair and makes 
wigs for cancer patients. One week 

after her first chemo) treatment, tier 

flair started laiuing out, It took three 

days. She also lost her eyelashes arid 
eyebrows.  

Once the growth of cancer was successfully 

stopped with chemotherapy, 
Templeton said the rotatlon-plasty 

was the next step. 

Alexis was prepared for the surgery, 

scheduled Jan. 4. by her parents, 

Templeton and Kathy Davis, a pediatric 

education coordinator with the 

KU hospital. 

Bill Platt said Davis wrote a script 

about the preceding six months of 

Alexis  life, with the last few pages discussing 

the amputation of her leg. 

Templeton said a doll was used to 

show Alexis what would happen during 

the surgery and what to expect 

afterward. 
She cried probably for a day,  her 

father said of his daughter s reaction 

when she learned she would lose part 

of her leg. 

Templeton said the rotation-plasty 
took about eight hours. During the 

procedure, the femur was cut below 

the hip joint and below the knee. The 
lower leg then was turned 180 degrees 
and secured to the upper leg with a 

plate and screws. 

Alexis  ankle will serve as a knee 
and her foot will become the base to 

support a prosthetic leg. 

She will have to learn to use her 

ankle backward.  her father said. me 
reason we did it Is so she could have 
mobility.  

Recovery process 

After the surgery. Templeton said, 
Alexis  leg was placed In a cast so the 

bone could heal properly, and Alexis 

began a 10-week cycle of chemotherapy. 

A Hickman catheter will remain 
Inserted Into her chest throughout the 

10 weeks to allow the medicine to be 

delivered more easily. The youngster 
also Is taking four other medications. 

Recently, the process of creating a 

prosthetic leg was started. 

The leg is ready to receive (the 

prosthesis) but we don t know when 
she ll get It.  Templeton said. It takes 

time to get something that fits proper- 

Bill Platt said Alexis will receive 

physical therapy for about eight 

months at Children s Mercy Hospital 

in Kansas City, Mo. Templeton said 
she will monitor Alexis  condition every 

month for about 1 1/2 to two years. 

Although Alexis is progressing well 

physically, Templeton said she and 

Davis were worried about the reaction 

the youngster might receive from her 
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