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TOPEKA, Kan. — Alexis Platt is

looking forward to jumping and run-
ning.
The 7-year-old Topeka girl, diag-
nosed last fall with osteosarcoma, is
undergoing chemotherapy and waiting
for a prosthetic leg to be fitted follow-
ing a rare surgical procedure that
amputated her upper leg and then
rotated and reattached the remaining
imb so her ankle would serve as a
knee joint.

After arriving at The University of
Kansas Hospital, Alexis Platt receives
a quick check-up from her doctor
before beginning chemotherapy.

The surgery. called rotation-plasty,
has been in use since 1995, but few
doctors in the United States have
actually performed the procedure.

“It's rarely done because there’s not
a lot of kids who need it,” said Dr.
Kimberly Templeton, an associate pro-
fessor of orthopedic surgery at The
University of Kansas Hospital in
Katrsas City, Kan.. who performed the
surgery on Alexds.

Dawn and Bill Platt, Alexis’ parents,
knew something wasn't right with
their daughter last fall when she
began complaining about pain in her
right thigh and cutting back on her
physical activity. After a series of med-
1cal tests — X-rays. an MRI and biop-
sy — Alexis, a first-grader at Pauline
Central Elementary School, was diag-
nosed with bone cancer in mid-Octo-
ber

The diagnosis was a shock to the
family

Bili Platt said osteosarcoma is a
type of bone cancer commonly seen In
voung people but it occurs mostly n
teenagers and rarely in children Alex-
is’ age.

“At first. when you hear the word
‘cancer ™ he said. then paused before
explaining his father, grandmother
and grandfather died of cancer.

“My dad died of cancer,” Dawn
added. "and when Alexis made the
connection (that she had cancer. too)
she asked if she would die.”

Preparing for surgery

Chemotherapy was started immedi-
ately at the KU hospital because
osteosarcoma is an aggressive cancer
that spreads rapidly. One of the hard-
est things the Platts had to do was tell
Alexis that the hair flowing down her
back would fall out.

“We donated her hair to Locks of
Love.” Bill Platt said, referring to a pro-
gram that takes shorn hair and makes
wigs for cancer patients. “One week
after her first (chemo) treatment. her




