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For graduates who are 

panicking about theii postgraduation 

graduation plans, don t worry 

 options are still available. 

Many service organizations 

can provide graduates with 

a landing place in the real 

world. 

Graduates could join the 

AmeriCorp Vista program, 

which is offered through the 

civil leadership program. Arpad 

pad Szentkiralyi, leader of 

the Vista program, said the 

program would keep graduates 

close to home. 

It s the Kansas Campus 

Compact AmeriCorp Vista 

project,  he said. It s a nonprofit 

organization of colleges 

and universities here 

in Kansas who are committed 

to developing community 

service opportunities on their 

campuses.  

The Kansas Campus Compact 

works with K-State, 

For State Universiti 

tile University of ans the 

University of St. Mary, 

County Community CQllege 

and Soutbi&esI 
Though the KCC is specific 

to Kansas, Szentkiralyi said 

AmeriCorp Vista is a national 

service program. 

The organization recruits. 

10-12 members who are 

placed into groups of two to 

serve at each campus. The 

recruiting process will end at 

the end of May. 

In addition to working, 

participants are eligible for 

a federal educational award 

of $4,725 at the end of their 

year of service, as well as a 

For more information 

Kansas Campus Compact AsnedCorp 
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Sf C KeIth Petite 
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(185) 532 5627 

living stipend, basic benefits 

and possibly housing costs. 

Students in the Vista program 

work on a whole list of 

projects, Szentkiralyi said. 

There is a wide variety 

of responsibilities that they 

could find themselves being 

tasked with,  he said. The 

project helps colleges and 

universities to better respond 

to issues facing low-income 

communities by improving 

the quality of campus community 

service.  

Included in the possible 

projects are developing leadership 

programs, linking 

coursework to community 

work, recruiting volunteers 

and work with other volunteers, 

Szentkiralyi said. 

For those possibly looking 

to begin a career in the armed 

services, a bachelor s degree 

is enough to enroll in an officer 

program. Sgt. 1st Class 

Keith Petite, one of the main 

Army recruiters for the Manhattan 

area, said students 

havev several options for the 

officer program. 

They can be commissioned 

as an officer and 

when they complete the basic 

course, they can be a second 

lieutenant;  he said. In most 

cases, students can have their 

student loans repaid upon reentry 

to the services.  

Students can choose between 

being an active duty 

officer, where they can be 

stationed anywhere in the 

world, or they could join the 

Army Reserves and choose 

their base station. 

However, the possibility of 

deployment is about 50 percent 

with both options. The 

length of time of officer training 

will vary, Petite said. 

Some of it would depend 

on their job selection,  he 

said. It s initially 16 weeks in 

the officer basic course, but it 

depends on the branch they 

go into. Each has a different 

scope, and it will depend on 

what they re doing 

Students also can go into 

another organization directed 

at post-graduates. The Peace 

Corps has an on-campus recruiter 

through the College 

of Agriculture who works to 

get students interested in the 

program. 

The on-campus recruiter, 

U Sedlackek, was unavailable 

for comment at press 

time. 

According to a recruitment 

e-mail, the Peace Corps 

offers paid travel and living 

expenses, student loan deferment 

as well as 48 days paid 

vacation and an allowance. 

It also provides insurance 

like medical and dental coverage 

and opportunities for 

post-graduate work. 

In addition to the benefits, 

graduates work internationally 

and gain leadership experience. 

(lS rvice groups can provide 
/ 

job alternatives for grads 
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