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Holy héalth care!
The heat is up in Lawrence, Kansas City and

Topeka over the fate of the Kansas University
Medical Center.

Many leaders in those communities, including
KU’s chancellor and the governor, are warm to see
the Med Center and its hospital affiliate with the
large St. Luke’s Hospital network in Kansas City,
Mo.

This would improve the Med Center's chance of
becoming a recognized national center for cancer
research. those leaders say.

Such a designation would help KU and the greater
Kansas City region become a hot spot for biomedical
research in the future.

But some folks, including at least a few at the
Lawrence Journal-World newspaper, are less than
lukewarm about the affiliation.

They say the Kansas University Hospital at the
Med Center might lose health care professionals,
patients and money to Missouri. And they say the
affiliation is not needed to get the desired designa-
tion.

This debate boiled up in the Kansas Legislature,
where Speaker of the House Melvin Neufeld stirred
up a successful effort to defeat the affiliation deci-
sion by wrapping it in red tape. He argued Kansas
should not risk losing precious doctors or other
health care professionals.

Gov. Sebelius line-item vetoed what she saw as
this not-so-hot potato.

From out here in south central Kansas, it all looks
a little silly.

But we know it’s not because we know our state
is committed to bioscience research as an economic
engine. We want some of good stuff, too.

The respected Journal-World has editorially ques-
tioned the motives of affiliation advocates.
Chancellor Robert Hemenway has verbally spanked
his adversaries for failing to understand the hospi-
tal's role under the separate authority established
for the Med Center by the Legislature itself in 1998.

We encourage our lawmakers and their colleagues
to cool down this debate and uphold the governor’s .
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veto. It makes no sense to turn off the fire under
Kansas’ bioscience ambitions now.
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