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S%QI’)eliﬁzg}reigfts bill giving KU Hospital veto on affiliation

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius on April 23
vetoed a budget proviso that would have
given The University of Kansas Hospi-
tal board veto power over proposed aca-
demic and research affiliations between
KU Medical Center and Saint Luke’s
Hospital of Kansas City.

Adoption of the proviso on April 3 was
one of the Legislature’s final actions be-
fore approving a $12.3 billion state bud-
get and adjourning until the April 25
wrap-up session.

During that session, Sebelius’ veto
could be overturned. But it would re-
quire a two-thirds vote of both houses,
meaning 83 votes in the House and 27
in the Senate.

Sebelius and leaders of an effort to es-
tablish Kansas City as a leading U.S. life
sciences region also have argued that
KU Medical Center affiliations with
Saint Luke’s are key to that effort and
the medical center’s goal of winning Na-
tional Cancer Institute designation.

Officials at KU Hospital, the medi-
cal center’s primary teaching hospital,
view the proposed affiliations with Saint
Luke’s as a threat to the volume and
quality of care KU Hospital delivers.

KU Medical Center and KU Hospital
leaders have agreed that a final affiliation
pact based on guiding principles could

be achieved by May 31. Board members
for Saint Luke’s Hospital, meanwhile,
have set a June 30 target date for a final-
ized agreement.

« On April 19, Sebelius
signed a bill authorizing
the Johnson County Edu-
cation and Research Trian-
gle, a partnership support-
ing bioscience research
and eduCafion at existing

Sebelius and planned KU and Kan-
sas State University facili-
ties in the county.

The bill allows Johnson County voters
to establish the Johnson County Educa-
tion and Research Triangle Authority.
Voter approval also would authorize as
much as a 0.2-cent sales tax increase, a
property tax of as much as 2 mills or a
combination of the two.

The authority would be required to
disperse proceeds in equal shares for use
at the KU Edwards campus in Overland
Park, the new K-State campus planned
in Olathe and a KU Medical Center fa-
cility planned for Westwood.

The proceeds, estimated at $15 million
to $23 million a year, initially would be
used to build three new buildings, one
on each campus.
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