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Sebelius rejects bill giving KU Hospital veto on affiliation 

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius on April 23 

vetoed a budget proviso that would have 

given The University of Kansas Hospital 

board veto power over proposed academic 

and research affiliations between 

KU Medical Center and Saint Luke s 

Hospital of Kansas City. 

Adoption of the proviso on April 3 was 

one of the Legislature s final actions before 

approving a $12.3 billion state budget 

and adjourning until the April 25 

wrap-up session. 

During that session, Sebelius  vetc 

could be overturned. But it would require 

a two-thirds vote of both houses, 

meaning 83 votes in the House and 27 

in the Senate. 

Sebelius and leaders of an effort to establish 

Kansas City as a leading U.S. life 

sciences region also have arguec(TJi 

Kt.FMŁdical Center affiliations with 

Saint Lqke s are key to that effort and 

the medical center s goal of winning National 

Cancer Institute designation. 

Officials at KU Hospital, the medical 

center s primary teaching hospital, 

view the proposed affiliations with Saint 

Luke s as a threat to the volume and 

quality of care KU Hospital delivers. 

KU Medical Center and KU Hospital 

leaders have agreed that a final affiliation 

pact based on guiding principles could 

be achieved by May 31. Board members 

for Saint Luke s Hospital, meanwhile, 

have set a June 30 target date for a finalized 

agreement. 

 On April 19, Sebelius 

signed a bill authorizing 

the Johnson County Education 

and Research Triangle, 

a partnership supporting 

bioscience research 

and edii at existing 

Sebelius and planned KU and Kansas 

State University facilities 

in the county. 

The bill allows Johnson County voters 

to establish the Johnson County Educa 

Education and Research Triangle Authority. 

Voter approval also would authorize as 

much as a 0.2-cent sales tax increase, a 

property tax of as much as 2 mills or a 

combination of the two. 

The authority would be required to 

disperse proceeds in equal shares for use 

at the KU Edwards campus in Overland 

Park, the new K-State campus planned 

in Olathe and a KU Medical Center facility 

planned for Westwood. 

The proceeds, estimated at $15 million 

to $23 million a year, initially would be 

used to build three new buildings, one 

on each campus. 
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1 Sdffate passes $630 

million repairs plan, 

but House balks 

ByJohnHanna 

Associated Press Writer 

TOPEKA  A five-year, $630 million plan for fixing 

crumbling buildings on the state s higher education campuses 

won overwhelming Senate approval Friday but failed in the 

House. 

The bill would provide no-interest loans from the state and 

anticipates setting aside future gambling money for repair 

projects. It also would authorize tax credits to lure dollars 

from private donors. 

The six state universities, which officials say are desperately 

short of maintenance funds, would receive most of the aid, 

but some would go to community colleges, vocational schools 

and Washburn University in Topeka. 

Senators passed the bill, 36-4, and its leaders had hoped for 

quick approval in the House, which would have sent it to 

Gov. Kathleen Sebelius and resolved the biggest budget issue 

still facing legislators. 

But the House, where members have struggled to find an 

acceptable plan, voted 71-51 against the bill. Its leaders 

scheduled debate for Saturday on a five-year, $106 million 

proposal drafted by its Appropriations Committee. 

The House has a plan that we haven t even had a chance 

to consider,  committee Chairwoman Sharon Schwartz, RWashington, 

told her colleagues during their debate on the 

Senate bill. I think you better stop and think through what 

your decision is.  

But some House members were frustrated with talk of 

delay. 

What we re dealing with today is not a want  issue but a 

need  issue,  said Rep. Paul Davis, D-Lawrence, whose district 

includes part of the University of Kansas campus. If we 

put this off further, it s juir i iocri more money.  

The debate about crumbling higher education buildings 

isn t confined to Kansas. A report last year from APPA, formerly 

the Association of Physical Plant Administrators, estimated 

universities nationwide have a $36 billion backlog of 

projects. 

Although aid would go to community colleges and vocational 

schools, the universities  worries have driven the 

Kansas debate. 

The Board of Regents, which oversees higher education, 

estimates the universities have a $663 million backlog of 

repairs and need an additional $69 million a year for maintenance 

to keep that backlog from growing. 

Regents Chairman Nelson Galle praised the Senate for its 

critical leadership  and labeled the plan impressive  and 
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