
Excerpts from recent editorials in Kansas i 

The Kansas City Star, on Virgini 

Tech shootings: (4/1 7/07J 
Once again, an April day has brought horrifying images of 

panicked students and gunfire victims rushed into ambulances. 

Virginia Polytechnic Institute on Monday became the site 

of the nation s most deadly mass shooting, with dozens dead 

and injured. 

The tragedy will be engraved in the nation s memory as 

deeply as the senseless killings at Columbine High School in 

Colorado in April 1999. 

Much remains unknown about what happened and why. 

What s definite, however, is that college administrators, law 

enforcement authorities and students themselves must take a 

hard look at safety on their campuses. 

Students at Virginia Tech, a stately campus near Roanoke 

with 25,000 students and a prestigious engineering program, 

are right to question why many on campus had not learned 

about a shooting in a dormitory before more gunfire broke out 

in an engineering building two hours later. 

Lynn Bretz, director of university communications for the 
University of Kansas, notes that most campuses are public 

places. 1 many buildings, often with numerous 

entrances. 

It s really impossible to screen everyone who s on campus,  

Bretz said. You have to have a system in place to 

respond immediately should there be an event.  

Campus security forces must be as well-trained as any city 

police department. They are often responsible for densely 

populated communities whose residents tend to move around 

often and in unpredictable patterns. 

Monday s tragedy highlights the need for cooperation 

between campus security forces and local police agencies. 

The immediate response is horror at the extent of the 

violence, and the deepest sorrow for the loss of innocent lives 

in a setting meant to prepare students for life, not for deat 
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Sixteen-seniors at the University of 

Kansas received awards for their presentations 

at the 10th annual 
Undergraduate Research Symposium, 
held April 14 in the Kansas Union. A KU 

faculty member was also honored. 

Award winners were selected from 

among 73 undergraduates who presented 

research projects on topics ranging 

from child welfare to DNA sequences. 

Winners were announced at a banquet 

following the symposium. 
Mark Nesbitt-Daly, associate director 

of the University Honors Program, and 

John Augusto, research training coordinator 

for the Office of the Vice Provost 

for Research, presided at the awards 

banquet. 
From Wyandotte County, listed with 

sponsor: 

Derrais Armarne Carter, junior in 

African-American studies and sociology, 

son of Roy and Sheryl Carter; 

Washington High School; Black 

Masculinity in Lynching Photography ; 

Rose Brewer, associate professor of 

- African American and African studies 

at the University of Minnesota-Twin 
Cities. 
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