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ART

Mobile museum fetes roadside attractions
with its road show of world’s largest things
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t might be the world’s longest
title: The World'’s Largest Col-
lection of the World’s Smallest
Versions of the World'’s Largest
Things Traveling Roadside At-
traction and Museum.

It certainly should count among the
world’s most unusual occupations. And
that’s what it is for Erika Nelson, who
makes her living taking her art on the

road from Lucas in north-central Kansas.

“I'm going to blame it all on Dad,” Nelson said.
“It was ingrained early on that you always look at

the fun stuff”

“I think she can take credit herself,’ Dwight

Nelson, her father, said.

" Erika's father lives in California, Mo., 12 miles
from the World’s Largest 8-Ball, a spherical water

tower in Tipton, Mo.,,

MAKE YOUR OWN painted in honor of
Erika Nelson doesn’t alocal company that
sell miniatures. Available ~ made pool tables. He
on her Web site, though, grew up with Paul
are related items, such as  Bunyan (18 feet tall)
World's Largest Challenger  and Babe the Blue
Ball Starter Kits. For $3.95, Ox at Bemidji, Minn.
the buyer gets “everything “We just assumed
you “ewgrdk;° i’:n y°“B' Very thatall towns had
own 's Largest Ball something like that”
9f Somgthing, including he said. “'Ighere wa:
instructions.
Choose from Ball of Rup 2 Digduckupthe
ber Bands, Ball of Stamps road:
and Ball of Twine. Blackduck, Minn.,
“Expandable!” has three large duck
“Not responsible for lack  statues, and Ashby,
of initiative.” Minn,, has a big coot.
Though notall .

towns have biggest things, Erika Nelson has been

to most of them that do.

“I don’t make the world’s smallest version until
I've seen the world's largest thing)’ she said.

Then her smallest version goes into the collec-
tion in the traveling show, a Ford Econoline van.

Though painted like a billboard for a sideshow,
the van is the main attraction.

Its passenger side windows are a display case
of tiny replicas of such attractions as Babe the

while she was teaching three-dimensional art at
The University of Kansas. She got her master’s
degree there, while continuing her roadside
explorations, taking two- and three-day trips “just
to see stuff”’

Like the World’s Largest Bottle of Catsup (Col-




