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Regents seek $47.7M down payment on campus repairs/

SCOTT ROTHSCHILD
SROTHSCHILD@THEWORLDCO.INFO
TOPEKA

The Kansas Board of Regents
has asked Gov. Kathleen Sebe-
lius to submit a $47.7 million
budget amendment as a down
payment on repairs to state uni-
versities.

The action comes as lawmak-
ers today start working on the
final state budget and as avail-
able revenue shrinks because of
natural disasters, a costly settle-
ment with the federal govern-
ment for Medicaid expenses and
already-approved tax cuts.

“As you know, this is an issue
that only becomes more expen-
sive and more dangerous the
longer it is ignored,” Reginald
Robinson, regents president and
chief executive officer, said in a
letter to Sebelius about the

l repairs at universities.

Inhis letter to Sebelius, Robin-
son said the proposed $47.7 mil-
lion would pay for the top needs
at each regents school. That
would include $8.8 million at
Kansas University to repair and
replaCe deteriorating utility tun-

nelsand $7.9 million at KU Med-
ical Center for repairs a®the
Applegate Energy Center.

“If we intend to keep the best
and brightest students in Kansas,
we must invest in and protect our
state university infrastructure,”
Robinson said.

Sebelius’ office declined to
say whether the governor would
issue a budget amendment for
the funds, although she has said
in the past that the Legislature
must address the problem.

Sebelius’ budget director
Duane Goossen said the gover-
nor will make budget requests
today of at least $53.5 million to

correct problems the state has
had with the federal government
involving Medicaid.

Essentially, the federal gov-
ernment has ruled that the state
has taken too much money for
Medicaid expenses related to
special education, and it will cost
$37.4 million to cover a decrease
in federal funds coming to
Kansas and $16.1 million to
cover the reduced federal share
going forward.

In addition, Sebelius will
request approximately $20 mil-
lion in disaster funds to help with
repairs associated with a major
storm that hit western Kansas.

Added to funds locked away
for school finance and tax cuts,
there’s not much left.

Despite the financial strain,
budget experts Monday said the
state economy is in good shape,
avoiding some of the problems
experienced in other states.

Sebelius said the economic
news was “very encouraging.”
She urged the Legislature to
focus on health care and early
childhood programs when it
returns. The full Legislature
starts its wrap-up session April
25 while budget committees

| started work Tuesday. J
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