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KU fitoves into the big leagues with new sports rights deal

BY MICHAEL SMITH | CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Host Communications has entered
into a partnership with ESPN Regional
Television to market multimedia rights
at the University of Kansas, a deal that
will pay the athletic department $65
million during the next 10 years.

This deal, announced April 16, re-
places an agreement Kansas had sole-
ly with ESPN Regional. That contract,
negotiated two years ago, would have
paid $40 million during seven years
and was scheduled to expire in 2012.

KU’s new $65 million deal is on
par with one Florida State University
struck with ISP Sports earlier this year,

a 10-year contract worth $66 million.
Host will be in charge of selling, pro-
ducing and distributing radio broad-
casts, as well as coaches’ television
shows and TV broadcasts of any games
not part of the Big 12’s package. Host
also will print and sell advertising for
game-day programs, and handle hospi-
tality, corporate sponsorships, signage
and the school’s athletic Web site.
ESPN Regional will have a role in
KU’s TV production and distribution.
“We have a premier lineup of schools,
and I think they liked the lineup they’d
be in,” said Tom Stultz, president and
CEO of Host, based in Lexington, Ky.
“We'’re also not handling any of their

in-state or neighboring rivals, so the
Kansas brand is going to get 100 per-
cent of our attentioff.”

He said KU’s profile as a dominant
state university fit well with Host’s
properties at Nebraska, Tennessee,
Kentucky and Texas.

Stultz said he met with KU Athlet-
ic Director Lew Perkins and ESPN’s
Pete Derzis at an NCAA tournament
site in Chicago. By the time of the Fi-
nal Four, they were ready to hammer
out a deal.

Michael Smith | Smith is a staff writer for Street
& Smith’s SportsBusiness Journal, an affiliated
publication.

COLLEGE RIGHTS DEALS
A SAMPLING of the most lucrative muttmedia
nights deals

SCHOOL VALUE YEARS COMPANY
Arzona $80.4M 12 Hest
Teas SE0M* 10 Hoxt
Kentucky 1 10 Host
Wisconsn $76M 12 Learfield
LSu §74.5M 10 CBS Colegiate
Ternessee  $73.4M°° 10 Host
Florida State ~ S66M 10 I5P Sports
Kansas S65M 10 Host

Aubum 513 9 ISP Sports
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