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Erica Pierce to
graduate from KU

LAWRENCE - The names of
more than 4,280 candidates for
degrees at the University of Kan-
sas this spring - representing 97
Kansas counties, 44 other states:
and the District of Columbia and
Puerto Rico, and 52 countriés
— have been announced by the
KU registrar. '

Erica Pierce, daughter of Wil-
liam and Janet Pierce, Clyde,
will receive her Doctor of Phar-
macy degree. I
- KU’s Class of 2007 numbers’
more than 6,400, including 2,125
who completed degree work in
summer and fall 2006. Because
KU conducts only one formal
commencement ceremony each
year, many of these candidates -
for degrees will return Sunday,
May 20, for the university’s 135th
commencement procession into
Memorial Stadium. More than
4,000 members of the Class of

+ 2007 are expected to participate.

Faculty and candidates for de-
grees will assemble about 2 p.m.
along Memorial Drive for the
procession, which begins at 2:30
p.m. The program begins about
3:30 p.m. In case of inclement
weather, participants should call
KU Info, (785) 864 - 3506, or lis-
ten to local radio and television
stations to learn the exact time
of the commencement ceremony.
Commencement information
and an up - to - date schedule
of events are available online at

_ www.commencement.ku.edu.
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LAWRENCE (AP) — Part
celebration and part debut,
the unveiling of the Jayhawk
Motorsports team’s new-
est car — its lightest ever
— brought a large crowd
to watch as team members
picked up awards and cele-
brated their many hours of
work.

Typical of college stu-
dents, the finishing touches
weren’t applied to the car until
Thursday afternoon, said team
leader Tanner Rinke.

“There are certain times

everyone gets the feeling we
have to get the job done,” said
Rinke, a University of Kansas
senior from Derby. “Typically
it will be May before it’s done
and running.”

This year’s car weighs
about 440 pounds. New this

year is a redesigned chassis,
or car body, which sits lower
to the ground and is somewhat
smaller than previous team
race cars.

“There are guys who have
been doing this for years,”
Rinke said. “I think this is the

best team we’ve had, though
I'm biased.” '

Another big change is
carbon fiber wheels that will
likely be used on this year’s
car. If the team does use the
wheels, which were designed
by a team member who had
an internship with a company
that specializes in carbon fiber
construction, the car will be
even lighter.

Rinke said that every 40
pounds lighter the car gets
takes about five-hundreths of
a second off therace time. |




