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on museum project
City, KU in ‘exploration stage’

ARLEY HOSKIN

staff writer

Science and art could comple-
ment the great outdoors if Olathe

and the University of s
agree to develop museums near
Bass Pro Shops.

The City Council heard the pro-
posal during Tuesday’s meeting.

Developers of the Olathe Gate-
way destination district at 119th
Street and Renner Road signed a
letter of intent with the University
of Kansas to build extensions of
KU’s Natural History Museum
and Biodiversity Research Center
and Spencer Museum of Art.

John Petersen, an attorney repre-
senting the developer, told coun-
cilmembers the museums would
Ecc'upy the former Benchmark

furniture store site, which devel-
opers bought earlier this year.

But university spokeswoman
Lynn Bretz said the university and
developers need to iron out a lot of
details before development begins.

“We are in the exploration stage,”
Bretz said. “The letter of intent is
really like a letter of agreement to
keep discussing.”

Developers approached the uni-
versity with the idea late last year.

Bretz said the university has not
determined how much the project
would cost or how much space the
development would require.

Developers said they would
seek sales tax and l%rg_r_lg_gbnnds,
known as STAR bonds, to pay for
the project. Under new legislation
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Project in
discussions




