
LUUJ [ I/ hUU/ 

( a 
(Details not known 

.T 
on museum project 

City, KU in exploration stage  

furniture store site, which dŁvelstaff 

writer 
opers bought earlier this year. 

But university spokeswoman 
Lynn Bretz said the university and 

developers need to iron out a lot of 

details before development begins. 

We are in the exploration stage,  

Bretz said. The letter of intent is 

really like a letter of agreement to 

keep discussing.  

Developers approached the university 

with the idea late last year. 

Bretz said the university has not 

determined how much the project 

would cost or how much space the 

development would require. 

Developers said they would 

seek sales tax and revenue 

known as STAR bon s, to pay for 
\ 

the project. Under new legislation 
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Science and art could complement 

the great outdoors if Olathe 

and the 

agree to develop museums near 

Bass Pro Shops. 

The City Council heard the proposal 

during Tuesday s meeting. 

Developers of the Olathe Gateway 

destination district at 119th 

Street and Renner Road signed a 

letter of intent with the University 

of Kansas to build extensions of 

KU s Natural History Museum 
and Biodiversity Research Center 

and Spencer Museum of Art. 

John Petersen, an attorney representing 

the developer, told coun)cilmembers 

the museums would 

ccupy the former Benchmark 
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that begins July 1, a museum 
is eligible for STAR bonds if 

it is owned by government 
or a nonprofit organization 

as a freestanding structure 

and is not in any retail or 

commercial building. 

City spokesman Tim Danneberg 

said the city plans 

to publish a notice of hearing 

for the project within 

the next week, but the date 

of the hearing has not been 

determined. 

Danneberg said dŁvelopment 

could benefit Olathe 

in several ways. 

The museums would make 
the development a cultural 

destination for Olathe resi;dents 

and tourists. 

ÓThere is obviously an economic 

perspective in terms 

of tourism dollars coming 

into the city,Ô Danneberg 

said. 

The financial implications 

the development would have 

on the city have not been 

determined. 

Kris Krishtalka, director 

of the biodiversity research 

center, said the project would 

be a great opportunity to 

strengthen the universityÒs 

presence in Olathe. 

The universityÒs museums 
display only a small portion 

of the schoolÒs collections, 

Krishtalka said. The Olathe 

project would give it the 

chance to display more. 

ÓWe are intrigued by the 

possibility because Olathe is 

an important segment of the 

Kansas population,Ô Bretz 

said. 

Ù Contact Arley Hoskin at 

764-2211, Ext. 133. 
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