
L1 institute highlights opportunffle 

Program widens horizons 
ByLaKasePeny 

THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL 

Students traveling with the 

League of United Latin American 
Citizens organization met Wednesday 

at the Statehouse for the 

beginning of the three-day Latino 

Youth Leadership institute annual 

program. 

The 25 students, who came to the 

Capitol to learn how state government 
runs, met with Lt. Gov. Mark 

Parkinson and Paul Feleciano, 

a member of the Kansas Parole 

Board. 

Elias Garcia, policy and advocacy 

director for the state of Kansas and 

director of diversity recruitment 

for the Kansas Department of Corrections, 

said the events planned 

by LtJLAC have been designed to 

present the students with more 

opportunities and help them gain 

better leadership skills. 

We do this to expose the kids 

to opportunities other than those 

readily available to them in their 

conimunities  Garcia said. 

After leaving the Capitol, the 

group went to The University of 

Kansas to meet with professionals 

and educators. 

The students who LULAC aids 

through the program are Juniors 

and seniors in high school or attending 

community colleges. Garcia 

said at this poln the students 

are in the process of deciding career 

paths, and they may not know what 

opportunities are available. 

Students are leaving one part 

of their lives and moving into the 

next stage7 Garcia said. We want to 

open their eyes to eveiything. 

The students will return to the 

Capitol on Friday to hear presenPlease 

see LULAC, Page 28 

JASON HUNTER/THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL 

claudia Ramirez, 17, of Garden City, takes a photo of her friends In the 
Old Supreme Court Room at the Statehouse on Wednesday during 
the first day of actMties for the Latlno Youth Leadership Institute. The 
Institute Is sponsored by the League of United Latin American Citizens. 
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LULAC: Washburn tou 
wifi be final activity 

Continuedfrom Page lB 

tations on state job opportunities, 

Latino advocacy and KDOC job 

opportunities. A tour of Washburn 

University, where the group will 

meet with representatives from financial 

aid and admissions, wili be 

the final activity. 

LULAC is a national organization 

dedicated to preserving the civil 

rights of Latin American citizens of 

the United States and Puerto Rico. 

The organization is the oldest civil 

rights organization in the United 

States, beginning in 1929 in Corpus 

Christi, Texas. 

Kansas has four LULAC councils, 

located in Kansas City, Garden City, 

Salina and Topeka. 

Involvement in the Youth Leadership 

Institute is operated on a 

local leveL The students involved 

this year have come from Topeka, 

Garden City, Liberal and Hays. 

The Latino Youth Leadership 

Institute is partnered with local and 

state governments. The program 

is sponsored by the University of 

Kansas, KDOC, Hispanos Umdos 

de Liberal Kansas, Garden City 

Chamber of COmmerce and the 

Garden City LULAC. 

LaKasePeny can be reached 

at (785)29,5-1260 

or kase 
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