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State sees jump in campaign money 

 Kansas politics: 

Money flowing in has 

doubled in 20 years. 

By CHRIS GREEN 
cgreen@gctelegrarn.com 

TOPEKA (HNS)  

Prospective voters shouldn t 

expect the pre-election barrages 

of campaign mailings 

and TV political ads to end in 

Kansas anytime soon. 

A recently released state 

report shows the amount 

of money flowing into campaigns 

for statewide offices 

and Kansas House seats has 

nearly doubled over the past 

two decades, although the figures 

don t reflect inflation. 

The increase comes while 

election costs have jumped 

nationally. However two 

Kansas political scientists say 

the state s trend might not be 

particularly worrisome. 

Chapman Rackaway, assistant 

professor of political 

science at For State 

University, said state political 

campaigns remain cheap by 

comparison. 
We still campaign in a 

pretty bare-bones fashion,  

Rackaway said. 

Plus, voters do benefit from 

being able to hear political 

pitches bought through campaign 

dollars, Uniy of 

Kansas political science profes 

rBurdett Loomis said. 

I honestly think that s 

good for democracy  Loomis 

said. I think we want to watch 

out for spending too little.  

The recent state 

Governmental Ethics 

Commission analysis of cam- campaign 

paign finances shows that in 

the 2006 cycle, candidates for 

statewide offices, including 

governor and attorney general, 

took in a record $13187 million. 

That s up from the $7.61 

million spent on those races 

in 1986. 

Gov Kathleen Sebelius, a 

Democrat running for re-election, 

took in more than $5.3 million 

alone during the 2006 cycle. 

Candidates for seats in the 

state House of Representatives 
garnered a record $5 million 

in campaign contributions for 

the 2006, up from the $1.72 million 

collected in 1986. 

In all, the figure shows that 

over the last 20 years, political 

contributions to state and 

House races have nearly doubled 

from $9.3 million to $18.2 

million. The totals for state 

Senate seats, last contested in 

2004 and up for a vote in 2008, 

and weren t included in the 

report. 

While those jumps may 

seem staggering at first glance, 

both Loomis and Rackaway 
said that much of those 

increases could be attributed 

to inflation, 

Nearly everything costs 

more in 2006 than it did in 1986. 

According to an online federal 

labor statistics calculator $1 

had the same buying power in 

1986 for urban households that 

$1.84 had in 2006. 

If that inflationary rate is 

used to adjust previous campaign 

donation totals, the 

increase in contributions 

dwindles to about 6 percent 

spread over a 20-year period. 

A lot more money  

However, even if campaign 
contributions to candidates 
haven t grown much in inflation-adjusted 

dollars, that 

doesn t mean there haven t 

been changes in who s donating 

the money and a general 

increase in money s influence 
over Kansas politics. 

Out-of-state groups have sig 

significantly stepped up their contributions, 

spending $2.3 million 

in 2006, about four times 

more than 1986. Increased 

contributions by individuals, 

political action committees 

and businesses, corporations 

or unions, also exceed the rate 

of inflation. 

Plus, the state report only 

accounts for dollars directly 

donated to candidates, transactions 

that account for just a 

portion of money channeled 

into state political campaigns. 

In recent elections, the 

state has seen a significant 

increase in activity by independent 

groups spearheading 

efforts to elect or defeat can- 

candidates, 

didates, said Carol Wffliams, 

executive director of the 

state Governmental Ethics 

Commission. 
Their efforts can be difficult 

to quantify because thirdparty 
party groups don t have to 

report which candidates they 

want to elect or defeat. 
In addition, Williams said 

other interest groups that have 

flexed their muscles recently 

don t have to file reports at all 

because they don t tell people 

how to vote. 

Still, it s safe to say, Wffliams 

said, that there s more money 
being spent to influence elections 

than in the past, even 

factoring in inflation. 

Garden City
Telegram

Garden City,KS
Circ. 8601

From Page:
6a

6/9/2007
31240

31240-06-09_6001

County:
Finney


