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KU names grads 

The University of Kansas recently 

announced area degree candidates. 

They were: 

Burns: Shelby Plummer, bache 
of science in education/athletic training. 

Goessel: Amanda Voth, juris doctor. 

Hilisboro: Adam Driggers, bachelor 

of fine arts/art. 

Marion: Jared Beeton, graduate 

doctor of philosophy/geography; Ashlee 
Moore, bachelor of science in 

nursing. 

Peabody: Jeremy Carroll, bachelor 

of science in physics; Tina Hardin, juris 

doctor; Sarah McLeod, bachelor of 

social work. 
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LAWRENCE - Financial aid officers 

at Kansas universities applauded 

investigations into student-lending 

practices after reports of kickbacks 

uncovered nationwide. 

The $87 bfflion student-lending industry 

has been the target of prosecutors 

this year after allegations that 

schools have received compensation 

to steer students to particular 

lenders, even if it s not in the student s 

best financial interests. 

New York Attorney General Andrew 

Cuomo, who has been leading 

the national investigation, found evti 

ence that some colleges received a 

percentage of loan proceeds from 

lenders given preferred status by the 

schools and found college loan officers 

got gifts from lenders to encourage 

them to steer borrowers tl 
way. 

But at Baker University in Baldwin 

City i aid director 

Jeanne Mott said the school chooses 
preferred  lenders based on the 

service they think students wifi receive. 

Baker students who apply for 

financial aid online see a list of four 

preferred lenders. 

We don t get free trips,  Mott said. 

I don t serve on any boards with pay. 

 See INQUIRY / B 
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Financial aid officers respond 1 

to inquiry into student lending 
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None of the things that are the 

real hot topics that you re 

hearing on the East Coast are 

true at Baker University  Mott 

said. 

Kansas Unizg spokesman 
Todd Cohen also said Kansas 

doesn t have any preferred 

lenders  and participates in the 

federal direct-lending program, 

in which students get loans thredly 

from the federal government. 

Howard Fischer, the financial 

aid director at Ottawa University 
said he believes the controversy 

has been overblown. 

In any industry the size of 

the student-lending industrM 

there are going to be a small 

percentage of inthviduals who 
are going to make some bad decisions,  

he said. 

Every Christmas, packages of 

candy show up at Ottawa University s 

fmancial aid office, 

compliments of student-lending 
companies. A couple times per 

year, lenders bring in lunch for 

the fmancial aid staff and talk 

about their companies and their 
loan products. 

The lenders do normal marketing,  

he said. 

But Fischer said that s as 

cozy as the relationships 
get. 
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