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! “Hey, everybody, there's a gunman on
campus, we're on lockdown!”
Those were the words I heard as I satin
my office a week ago Friday at
The University of Kansas. My
supervisor shouted the words
as he came out of his office
moments after we had finished
our weekly staff meeting, For
a few moments, I felt the fear

surge through my body as I had
thoughts of the recent tragedy

at Virginia Tech.

Quickly, staff members
raced around our building locking all the
doors and checking those that are normally
locked to begin with. It was about 10:30
in the morning when the incident oc-
curred. However, from the beginning there
was a considerable amount of confusion
concerning the nature of this “reported”

N

f Appreciating the power of knowledge

ment from my supervisor, I immediately
logged on to the Internet to check my e-
mail and see if any more information was
available on KU’s Web site. To my surprise,
there was no announcement or message
concerning the situation with the gunman.
1 did not find a message from the university
on my e-mail account either.

By now, many of you have seen the
television coverage and read the news
reports about the incident. The spokesman
for the university reported that an e-mail
had been sent to the campus at 10:10 am.
The university later explained that some
technical issues had prevented the message
from being sent.

While this is frustrating, I could accept
the fact that the e-mail system had mal-
functioned. The newly launched text mes-
saging system for KU students, faculty, and
staffis not fully operational either. These

things take time.

What I don’t understand is why the
university did not post information on the
KU Web site. Many of us are more likely to
check our cell phones or the Internet before
we check our voice mail. In fact, many
students and university employees do not
have a telephone or voice mail.

Had this incident occurred during the
regular academic year, there would have
been numerous employees at the libraries,

computer labs and food courts who would :
have been in the dark. ;,
Thankfully, nothing came of this sighting, .:

but I hope The University of Kansas is much -
better prepared the next time around.

Nicolas Shump is a doctoral student

in American studies at The Univer-

sity of Kansas. He can be reached at
Nicol225@sunflower.com.
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