
KU honors Durant 
LAWRENCE  Ryan Durant, the son of Cat - 

leen Durant of Parsons, was among more than 40 

University of Kansas undergraduate and graduate 

students recognized for outstanding academic and 

teaching achievements at the math department s 

50th annual spring honors banquet. 

The  department announced recipients of more 

than $77,000 in awards and scholarships. Funds 

for the awards and scholarships are administered 

through Endowment. 

Durant receive t e ack-Babcock Mathematics 

Scholarship and the Rollin S. Wade New Stdent 

Memorial Scholarship. 
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Maggie Jones 

awarded KU 

Nelson 

Scholarship 

The University of Kansas is 

proud to announce that Maggie 

R. Jones has been selected by the 

Latin American Studies department 

as a recipient of a Nelson Scholarship 

for 2007-08. This scholarship 

is awarded solely on the basis of 

academic excellence to outstanding 

undergraduates majoring in one or 

more of the college departments in 

the humanities and social sciences. 

According to Joseph E. Steinmetz, 

Dean of the College of Liberal 

Arts and Sciences, Jones was 

chosen by the faculty in her department 

because of her academic accomplishments 

and their high cxpectations 

for her future. 

Maggie is the daughter of Shelton 

andPat Jones and a graduate of 

Nemaha Valley High School. 
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IN TIlE BOOKS  
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Volunteer work earns 

Top ekan Kidd award 

Jennifer Nigro, coordinator of 

volunteers, said Audio-Reader 

is available to anyone whose 

eyialit o condition makes it 

difficult or impossible for them to 

read printed material. 

After volunteering, North was 

assigned to read locally generated 

portions of the \Mchita Eagle. In 

addition to reading the newspaper 

everymesday morning, 

North serves as the chairman of 

Audio-Reader s development 

committee He also spearheads 

Meet the Readers in which 

listeners cangive readers recommendations 

about the program. 

Audio-Reader histovy 
 Early 1970s: PeteyCert of Lawrence, asked for and received fundmg 

from The University of Kansas foraradio reading service designed 

to make printed materials available to the visuallyimpaired. 

 Oct11, 1971: Audio-Readerwentlive, becomingthe second 

reading service of its kind in the countly. It offered 80 hours of programmingaweek 

and served about 250 customers. 

 1985: KU began broadcasting the program 24 hours a day, seven 

days a week 

 1988: The program recording facilities moved from a converted 

storage area at the Phi Kappa Tau fraternity house to the BaehrAudioReader 

Center, 1120 S.W. 11th St, in Lawrence. 

 September2001: KU provided news service to visually impaired 

residents of NewYork City after that city s reader program was knocked 

off the airwayin the terrorist attacks. 

 2007: The program serves about 6,000 listeners. In addition to the 

Audio-Reader radio broadcasts, KU offers a dial-in newspaper service, 

which allows readers to call up articles; special request readings, such 

as a maintenance manual foranew appliance; and live audio descriptions 

of theater performances in Topeka, Kansas City and Lawrence. 

By all reports, Topekan Emlln Pete  North isn t a smilet 

North is a doer  avolunteei fundraiser and motivatoi intent on 

improving the lives of elderly Kansans. His family and co-workers 
daim he has a sense of humor 

but say he likes to hide it behind a 

siraight face. 

Earlier this month, though, 

when North received the 2007 

DonnaJ. Kldd award for his work 

with The Univeraity of Kansas Audio-ReaderNetworlc 

he flashed 

a grin. Make that several grins. 

My work at the Audio-Reader 

is espedallygreal  North sakL 

Ithinklwould pay to be a 

volunteet 

North started reading for 

theKUprogramsixyearsago.Hesafdhe 

was moth,ated, inpart, because his mother lost her abilityto read and 
relied upon the service to stay abreast of the news. 
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