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KU pro oses 

tuition freeze 

for freshmen 
The Associated Press 

In an effort to make the cost 

of getting an education predictable, 

The University of Kansas has 

proposed a plan that would freeze 

tuition rates for incoming freshmen 

for four years. 

If the plan Is approved by the 

Kansas Board of Regents, first-time 

freshmen also would have the option 

of paying a fixed rate for student 

housing for two years. 

The Four-Year Tuition Compact  

was presented Thursday to the regents, 

who will vote on tuition proposals 

next month. 

Kansas State on Thursday proposed 

a 7.9 percent increase in liiilion 

and fees for resident students; 

Wichita State, 6.4 percent; Empotia 

State, 9.5 percent; Pittsburg State, 

7.1 percent; and Fort Hays State, 5.1 

percent 

The University of Kansas plan, 

which would begin next fall for incoming 

freshmen, would increase 

tuition rates at the university to 

nearly 16 percent more than current 

levels but keep that rate the same for 

four years. 

Freshmen also would get a schedule 

showing annual increases in 

course and campus fees, meaning 

they would know about 80 percent of 

their college costs in advance. 

Under the plan, resident freshmen 

would pay $213 per credit houi 

which is 15.9 percent more than the 

current rate of $183.75. For full-time, 

resident freshmen, tuition would be 

$3,408 per semester, $468 more than 

this yeat 

A full-time, out-of-state resident 

would pay $8,960 a semester. 

We want to get away from the 

whipsaw effect of tuition increases 

over the past 30 years,  university 

Provost Richard Lariviere said. 

The program has another goal: increasing 

the number of students who 

complete degrees In four years. 

Completing four-year academic 

programs infouryears is a high priority,  

Chancellor Robert Hemenway 

said. By offering no tuition increases 

for four years, we are giving students 

a powerful incentive to finish their 

degrees on tim& 

Lariviere estimated it would cost 

students who take more than four 

years to complete a degree an extra 

$1,000 per semester. 

To protect against inflation, Lariviere 

said the university would ask for 

a new tuition rate for each incoming 

freshman class. 

Hannah Love, student body 

president, said she supported the 

proposal. 

I think it is a solution to help 

stabilize those numbers and curb 

those increases that we continue to 

see,  said Love, a junior from Dodge 

City. 

For other students, the university 

is proposing a 7.3 percent increase 

in tuition and fees for resident undergraduates 

and 6.5 percent for 

nonresident undergraduates. And 

the university has asked for a 7.3 

percent increase in tuition and fees 

for resident graduate students and a 

6.6 percent increase for nonresideqt 

graduate students. 
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Trust us on this  college tuition is a 

bargain in Kansas. 

Yes, we know tuition costs are going 

up faster than the price of gasoline. 

We know over the past 10 years 

tuition and fees years have skyrocketed 

 awhopping 166 percent at The University 

of Kansas, 144 percent at Kansas 

State University and, closer to home, 82 

percent at Washburn University. 

We know college students are piling 

up debt as they grapple with ways to 

absorb those annual tuition increases. 

We know Washburn already has approved 

charging students $10 more per 

credit hour for the 2007-08 school yeai 

and we know KU and K-State are poised 

to raise their tuition, as well. 

So, it s understandable that parents 

forced to dig deeper and deeper each 

year to sent their Sons and daughters to 

college might be excused for asking: 

What bargain? 

The answer is relative. Compared to 

10 years ago when in-state tuition was 

around $3,000, next year s projection 

of $5,500 at Washburn doesn t sound 

much like a bargain. 

But compared to institutions in our 

neighboring states, as well as across the 

country, it is. 

The national average for tuition during 

the current 2006-07 school year was 

$5,836, and both Kansas and Kansas 

State were significantly lower than their 

Big 12 Conference brothers in both 

resident and non-resident tuition. 

Granted, that won t ease the pain 

when checks have to be written for the 

fall semester, but at least there won t be 

the feeling students are being gouged. 

Besides, even with the higher tuition, 

a college education remains a proven 

investment. Studies show college 

graduates earn enough more in their 

lifetimes than non-college graduates 

to pay for their education many times 

over. 

Studies also show, unfortunately, 

that most students incur a significant 

amount of debt paying for that education. 

Two-thirds of college graduates 

will leave school in debt  typically 

about $19,000 worth. 

While the rule of thumb for college 

students is to not take on more debt 

than your expected first-year salary, 

the escalating tuition costs make that a 

daunting challenge. 

That s where advance planning 

comes it. It has never been more important 

for parents to start putting away 

money early for college. The 529 college 

savings plan, which grows tax-deferred 

and is tax-free when withdrawn if used 

for qualified education expenses, is one 

of the most popular saving plans. 

Likewise, students must do their 

share. College isn t a fouror or five-year 

party. Students should live frugally at 

school and borrow as little as possible. 

Live like a student when you re in 

school so you don t have to live like a 

student after you graduate:  says Ivan 

Nallbotsky, a financial adviser with 

Capital Solutions Group in Bethesda, 

Md. 

Last week, when Washburn s Board 

of Regents approved the $10-per-hour 

hike, the lone dissenting vote was cast 

by Mayor Bifi Bunten, who feared the 

increase would mean some people will 

not be able to go to schooL  

Statistics show, however, the tuition 

increases the last decade have had little 

impact on enrollment. 

Maybe students know a bargain 

when they see one. 

EDITORIALS 
COLLEGE TUITION COSTS 

Stifi a bargain 
Even with planned increases, students here 

pay less than they would in other states 
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