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KU proposes
tuition freeze
for freshmen

The Assoclated Press

In an effort to make the cost
of getting an education predict-
able, The University of Kansas has
proposed a plan that would freeze
tuition rates for incoming freshmen
for four years.

If the plan is approved by the
Kansas Board of Regents, first-time
freshmen also would have the op-
tion of paying a fixed rate for student
housing for two years.

The “Four-Year Tuition Compact”
was presented Thursday to the re-
gents, who will vote on tuition pro-
posals next month.

Kansas State on Thursday pro-
posed a 7.9 percent increase in tu-
ition and fees for resident students;
Wichita State, 6.4 percent; Emporia
State, 9.5 percent; Pittsburg State,
7.1 percent; and Fort Hays State, 5.1
percent.

The University of Kansas plan,
which would begin next fall for in-
coming freshmen, would increase
tuition rates at the university to
nearly 16 percent more than current
levels but keep that rate the same for
four years.

Freshmen also would get a sched-
ule showing annual increases in
course and campus fees, meaning
they would know about 80 percent of
their college costs in advance.

Under the plan, resident fresh-
men would pay $213 per credit hour,
which is 15.9 percent more than the
current rate of $183.75. For full-time,
resident freshmen, tuition would be
$3,408 per semester, $468 more than
this year.

A full-time, out-of-state resident
would pay $8,960 a semester.

“We want to get away from the
whipsaw effect of tuition increases
over the past 30 years,” university
Provost Richard Lariviere said.

The program has another goal: in-
creasing the number of students who
complete degrees in four years.

“Completing four-year academic
programs in four years is a high prior-
ity Chancellor Robert Hemenway
said. “By offering no tuition increases
for four years, we are giving students
a powerful incentive to finish their
degrees on time”’

Lariviere estimated it would cost
students who take more than four
years to complete a degree an extra
$1,000 per semester.

To protect against inflation, Lariv-
iere said the university would ask for
anew tuition rate for each incoming
freshman class.

Hannah Love, student body
president, said she supported the
proposal.

“I think it is a solution to help
stabilize those numbers and curb
those increases that we continue to
see,” said Love, a junior from Dodge
City.

For other students, the university
is proposing a 7.3 percent increase
in tuition and fees for resident un-
dergraduates and 6.5 percent for
nonresident undergraduates. And
the university has asked for a 7.3
percent increase in tuition and fees
for resident graduate students and a
6.6 percent increase for nonresident
graduate students. ?




Shawnee

Topeka Capital-
Journal
Topeka,KS
Circ. 48220
From Page:

4

5/20/2007
32729

32729-05-20_4001




