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Professor warns of

drought amid warming

Editor’s note: This is the first
in an occasional series of Harris
News Service articles on global
warming.

By SARAH KESSINGER
kessinger@dailynews.net

LAWRENCE (HNS) — Don
Worster stands with his back to
a video screen turned gray with
an ominous 1930’s image of dark
dust clouds.

The elder University of Kansas
history professor looks into the
young faces of students seated in
the campus auditorium.

He poses a challenge to them:
Kansas recovered from the Dust
Bowl, but will it heed the lessons
from that environmental disas-
ter?

; Kansans today are mining
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groundwater just as they are min-
ing fossil fuels.

By 2020 some two-thirds of the
irrigated acreage in Kansas will
no longer enjoy a reliable water
supply, state officials predict.

“That’s a mere 13 years away,”
warns Worster, KU’s Hall distin-
guished professor of American
history and a Hutchinson native.

See Climate, Page A2,
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es that are higher than the
global mean. Drought is pre-
dicted to center in a spot over
the Oklahoma and Texas pan-
handles.

On the report’s map,
drought emanates throughout
Kansas, Worster notes.

“Those were the conditions
of the Dust Bowl days of the
’30s.” ’

Farming practices and soil
conservation have changed
since then. But water deple-
tion has vastly increased.

“Pursuit of wealth has
made us aggressive sodbusters,
but also aggressive miners of
natural resources,” Worster
admonishes. “The consump-
tion has made us one of the
most economically vulnerable
regions in the United States.”

But it's about more than
just economics.

The “get it while you can”
approach, he added, “makes
us less concerned about our
neighbors or future genera-
tions.”

Worster is general editor
of the Cambridge University
monograph series “Studies
in Environment and History”
His most recent book, “A River
Running West: The Life of
John Wesley Powell” (Oxford
University Press, 2001), won the
Byron Caldwell Smith Award.
Hisotherbooks include “Rivers
of Empire” (1985), which was
nominated for the Pulitzer
Prize; the Bancroft prize-win-
ning “Dust Bowl” (1979); and
“Nature’s Economy” (1994, sec-
ond edition.)




