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KU proposes freezing 

tuition rates for 4 years 

TOPEKA (AP)  In an effort 

to make the cost of getting an 

education predictable, the 

University of 

Kansas has pro- I 

posed a plan 

that would 

freeze tuition 

rates for incoming 

freshmen for LOCAL 
four years. 

If the plan is approved by the 

Kansas Board of Regents, firsttime 

time freshmen also would have 

the option of paying a fixed rate 

for student housing for two 

years. The Four-Year Tuition 

Compact  was presented. 

Thursday to the regents, who will 

vote on tuition proposals next 

month. Kansas State on 

Thursday proposed a 7.9 percent 

increase in tuition and fees 

for resident students; Wichita 

State, 6.4 percent; Emporia 

State, 9.5 percent; Pittsburg 

State, 7.1 percent; and Fort 

Hays State, 5.1 percent. 

The University of Kansas 
plan, which would begin next fall 

for incoming freshmen, would 

increase tuition rates at the university 

nearly 16 percent over 

current levels but keep that rate 

the same for four years. 
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Chris Green 

Hams News Service 

TOPEKA The cost of an 

education at state universities 

could significantly increase 

again next school year. 

With that in mind, one mstitution 

unveiled a plan to the state 

Board of Regents Thursday to 

make college costs more predictable 

for students and their 

families. 

University of Kansas officials 

proposed 11 tuilion charges 

by about 16 percent for all 

incoming freshnien next year in 

return for freezing their rate for 

four years. 

The board will vote on the 

plan and all universities  tuition 

increases at a June meeting. 

Proposed hikes for Kansas 

residents at other institutions 

ranged from a 5.1 percent jump 

in tuition and fees at Fort Hays 

State to 9.5 percent at Emporia 

State. 

At KU, a mandatory fouryear 

tuition compact  with 

each incoming group of freshmen 

would prevent year-to-year 

tuition spikes for that class of 

students, Provost Richard Lariviere 

said. 

Over the past 30 years, the 

university s tuition has increased 

by an average of 9 percent a 

year but has seen some yearly 

jumps as high as 25 percent. 

We are looking at something 

more predictable and regular, I 

think,  Lariviere said of the new 

proposal. 

KU officials also want to set 

out a four-year schedule for 

fees and allow all students to fix 

their æ-campus housing costs 

for two years. 

But the tuition compact would 

only be for new freshmen this 

fall. Returning and transfer students 

would see a 6 percent 

increase in tuition next year 

and would be subject to future 

yearly increases approved by 

the Board of Regents. 

Resident incoming freshmen 

would pay a single tuition rate 

of $213 per credit hour fQr four 

years while non-residents would 

pay $560. Those figures are 

averages of the rates students 

would pay if the university 

increased tuition by 6 percent 

every year for four years. 

Each subsequent year s freshmen 

would be required to enter 

into the four-year compact with 

the university, which could be 

based on different tuition rates. 

However, students lose their 

compact rate once they ve 

completed four years. 

KU Chancellor Robert Hemenway 

said in a written statement 

that allowing students to 

earn a degree in four years is a 

top priority. 

By offering no tuition 

increases for four years, we 

are giving students a powerful 

incentive to finish their degrees 

on time,  he said. 

Tuition and fees for in-state 

residents attending KU and 

Kansas State University have 

more than doubled since 2002 as 

the percentage of state support 

has waned. Still, state officials 

argue their institutions remain 

a bargain compared to others 

schools around the country. 

Officials have covered rising 

costs, enhanced technology, 

provided additional fimth aid 

and increased faculty d staff 

salaries with the ne 1 
revenue. 

Hannah Love, KU student 

body president, said she supported 

the compact proposal 

because it could help hold down 

large year-to-year increases students 

have been facing. 

I think it is a good response,  

said Love, a Dodge City junior. 

It s one way, I hope, of correcting 

the increases.  

Board of Regents Vice Chairwoman 

Christine DowneySchmidt 

of Inman said she 

didn t know if the state s other 

institutions would develop similar 

programs. 

I think every university will 

be looking to see how this works 

and if it fits in with their needs,  

Downey-Schmidt said. 
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