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By CAROL DREILING
Sentinel Staff Writer

When Julia Snell joins
the other 173 McPherson
High School seniors at Sat-
urday’s commencement
exercises in the Round-
house, she will conclude
her high school musical
career with one last flute
performance.

She and a classmate,
Rebecca Martin, on the
piano, will play an Irish
folk song, “Ashokan
Farewell.”

Snell’s senior year has
been marked by some
remarkable musical mile-
stones, including her selec-
tion as first chair flute for
the Kansas State Honor
Band. That was a three-
peat performance as she
was first chair in both her
sophomore and junior
years.

She auditioned in the
Young Artists Competition
with the Salina Symphony

in early spring and was
one of two students chosen
to play with the orchestra.
The other student was a
violinist from Salina, Snell
said. During the introduc-
tion before her perfor-
mance, the director highly
praised her musical talent.
“I couldn’t tell you what
he said because he talked

ment of the MHS concert
band.

When she was a fresh-
man, the band performed
in a competition in Col-
orado Springs. That group
of musicians earned a
score of 74 on a “100 point

system” scale. Over All
Schools Day weekend, the
band performed in the con-
cert band competition in
Dallas. This time, their

score was 96.

Snell began playing
flute in the sixth grade
and candidly admits to
choosing that instrument
because Ashley Sweat, a
2006 MHS graduate, was
playing one.

“I always wanted to be
in band,” she said. “I start-
ed playing piano in the
first grade. Music is just
natural for me.”

Competition at all levels
is intense, but Snell found
that each year she tried
out for the state band it
became less intimidating.

Snell described the
large warm-up room as
“loud and chaotic” as stu-
dents prepared for their
turn. Auditions included
playing one chromatic
scale, two major scales, a
lyrical piece and the pre-
pared movements from
Bach’s Suite in B minor.
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Staff Photo by Steve Sell
Julia Snell, student pep band director, calls for a crescendo at the end of the National
Anthem played at a basketball game.




