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The University of Kansas ha 

issued a $1,250 Carlin 

Graduate Teaching Assistant 
Award to Tera Hedrick. 

Hedrick is a doctoral student 

in history of art with focus on 

Late Byzantine liturgical 

objects. She is the daughter of 

Terry and Julie Hediick of 

Wirhit 

Wichita Eagle
Wichita,KS
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But he still responsible for his actions.  

NANCY BINOHAM, referring to Jason A. Rose, who is accused of the arson death of her daughter & t  
Mother determined to witness justice 

By Steve Fiy 

THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL 

LAWRENCE  For two weeks 

Nancy Bingham, mother of Boardwalk 

Apartments fire victhn Nicole 

Bingham, has heard evidence about 

the death of her daughter that no 

parent should ever have to endure. 

On Thursday, Blngham waited as 

a Douglas County District Court Jury 

deliberated on whether to convict or 

acquit Jason A. Rose, 21, of killing 

her daughter, a University of Kansas 

student; Helen Yolanda  RIddle, 33, 

a social worker; and Jose Gonzalez, 

50, an electrician. Jurors can convict 

Rose of first-degree felony murder, 

second-degree murder or Involuntarymanslaughtet 

Rose also Is charged with aggra 

aggravated arson of the apartments, 510- 

524 Fireside, on Oct. 7, 2005, and 

seven counts of aggravated battery. 

Bingham, of Wichita, was the only 

relative of a vlcthn to sit through the 

ft 
It was disturbing to watch videotape 

of the blocklong building in 

flames and knowing Nicole was in 

there and listening to a man who 

watched her struggle In the flames 

then fall, Blngham said. 

But what brings Blngham to tears 

Is her silent phone. 

What s really the hardest7 Bingham 

said, Is that my phone doesn t 

ring, then, Mom, I need some help 

being an adult! O hey, lady, I want 

to come home this weekend 01 

hey, Mom, I had to go to the hospital 

again last night!  

Nicole Blngham, 21, had lived 

in the Alpha Delta Pi sorority for 

two years but wanted a place of 

her own. She looked at apartments 

in summer 2005 before she settled 

on the Boardwalk Apartments her 

mother said. The apartment s selling 

point were the frosted windows that 

flanked the apartment doo resembling 

something from the 1940s.  that was old, she loved 

Blngham said of her daughtei a history 

majot 

Nicole made the apartment on 

the third floor of unIt 512 her own. 

Her bmther, Brian Binghani used 

charcoal to draw a series of abstract 
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studies of people, and her mother got poster 

frames to hang them in the combination living 

mom-dining mom. Living with her were 

her cats, Cleo and Spanky. 

Nicole Bingham also loved the diversity of 

the apartments. One neighbor had a 6-yearold 

old daughtei who, along with another youngster, 

would squeal as they ran up and down 

the boardwall  and another neighbor would 

rock his granddaughter on the boardwalk. 

Parts of the trial bring her sadness and are 

uncomfortable, but they are nothing as difficult 

as October 2005, Bingham said. After 

hearing of the fire on Oct. 7, 2005, and driving 

to lawrence, Nancy Bingham tried to think 

how her daughtei who hadn t reported to 

work or called he could be OK. 

1 thought of every scenario and nothing 

played out, she said. 

At the fire site, she spotted her daughter s 

bumed-out 1999 Honda Accord. 

That s when (a fire department lieutenant 

with her) knew she was in there, too:  Nancy 

Bingham said. 

Her body was found two days latet 

The reason Nancy Bingham came to the 

lila! is to find out what happened to her 

daughter. A gag order has blocked anyone 

from telling her details. 

I m here to represent Nicole. Nicole would 

want justice:  whether It is a conviction or an 

acquittal, Bingham said. I have compassion 

for what (Rose has) been through  she said, 

referring to evidence that he was sexually and 

physically abused and had lived in foster and 

group homes for 17 years. 

But he s still responsible for his actions:  

she said. 

The jury resumes deliberations at 8:30a.m. 

today. 

Steve Fry can be reached (785)295-1206 

orsteve.fiy@cjonline corn. 

Topeka  Capital-
Journal

Topeka,KS
Circ. 48220
From Page:

1
5/11/2007

32729

32729-05-11_1003

Shawnee


