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The University of Kansas has
issued a $1,250 Carlin
Graduate Teaching Assistant
Award to Tera Hedrick.
Hedrick is a doctoral student
in history of art with focus on
Late Byzantine liturgical
objects. She is the daughter of
Terry and Julie Hedrick of

Wichita -
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By Steve Fry
THE CAPITAL-JOURNAL

LAWRENCE — For two weeks,
Nancy Bingham, mother of Board-
walk Apartments fire victim Nicole
Bingham, has heard evidence about
the death of her daughter that no
parent should ever have to endure.

On Thursday, Bingham waited as
a Douglas County District Court jury
deliberated on whether to convict or
acquit Jason A. Rose, 21, of killing
her daughter, a University of Kansas
student; Helen “Yolanda” Riddle, 33,
a social worker; and Jose Gonzalez,

50, an electrician. Jurors can convict
Rose of first-degree felony murder,
second-degree murder or involun-
tary manslaughter.

Rose also is charged with aggra-

Nicole Bingham, 21, had lived
in the Alpha Delta Pi sorority for
two years but wanted a place of
her own. She looked at apartments
in summer 2005 before she settled
on the Boardwalk Apartments, her
mother said. The apartment’s selling
point were the frosted windows that
flanked the apartment door, resem-
bling something from the 1940s.

“Anything that was old, she loved,’
Bingham said of her daughter, a his-
tory major.

Nicole made the apartment on
the third floor of unit 512 her own.
Her brother, Brian Bingham, used
charcoal to draw a series of abstract
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burned-out, 1999 Honda Accord.

“That’s when (a fire department lieutenant
with her) knew she was in there, too,” Nancy
Bingham said.

Her body was found two days later.

The reason Nancy Bingham came to the
trial is to find out what happened to her
daughter. A gag order has blocked anyone
from telling her details.

“I'mhere to represent Nicole. Nicolewould
want justice,” whether it is a conviction or an
acquittal, Bingham said. “I have compassion
for what (Rose has) been through,” she said,
referring to evidence that he was sexually and
physically abused and had lived in foster and
group homes for 17 years.

“But he's still responsible for his actions,”
shesaid. ~ :

The jury resumes deliberations at 8:30 a.m.
today.

Steve Fry can be reached (785) 295-1206
or steve,fry@cjonline com. .




