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Army leaders looking for help

Anthropologists again sought out to assist in solving war puzzles

The goal of working with anthropologists
and other social scientists is to develop
a climate in which cultural awareness is
taught at all levels of training.

By JOHN MILBURN
The Associated Press

FORT LEAVENWORTH —
With American troops mired
in Iraq and Afghanistan, lead-
ers at the Army post where the
military’s new counterinsur-
gency doctrine was written are
turning to cultural anthropolo-

gists for help.
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look at things through the lens
of the people on the ground
to effectively know where you
are going,” said Robert Kurz,
an Eurasia analyst with Fort
Leavenworth'’s Foreign Mili-
tary Studies Office.

Fort Leavenworth conducted
a round-table discussion
Thursday among anthropolo-
gists and military veterans
who have experience in Iraq
and Afghanistan. It was part
of an effort to create doctrine
on how to conduct military
operations with some degree

Two anthropologists from
the University of Kansas,
Felix Moos and Bart Dean,
acknowledged they are in the
minority among their peers
because they are working with
the military. But Dean said
anthropologists through World
War II had a seat at the table
when leaders planned military
operations.

“I'd love to have that oppor-
tunity. It’s in everybody’s inter-
est,” Dean said.

During the daylong
exchange, officers noted that
often the tactics being used
by insurgents were similar to
Mafia families, using extortion
against civilians to keep from
being identified and stopping
the spread of violence. Not
until the coalition and Iraqi
forces can show that they can

provide reliable security will
the civilians stand up to insur-
gents and support the govern-

ment, officers said.
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