PRTSS CLIPTTNGS STRVICT:

Topeka Metro
News
Topeka,KS
Circ. 784
From Page:

3

7/6/2007
32732

County:

Shawnee
32732-07-06_3002

New TB research groug(
that includes KU looks
for root causes

BY MARGARET STAFFORD

Associated Press Writer

LAWRENCE (AP) — Experts in diverse
fields such as genetics, anthropology and
epidemiology have formed a consortium dedi-
cated to bringing new strategies to the fight
against tuberculosis.

It’s a grand goal, and the effort is in its
early stages, but members of the group say its
approach is different enough from typical
medical research that it could someday pro-
vide customized treatments for TB sufferers.

They say that’s necessary to treat a com-
plex bacterial disease that kills about 2 mil-
lion people a year and has nine or 10 different
strains, some of which are causing worldwide
alarm because they are resistant to currently
available antibiotics.

“We are clearly in a very crucial stage of
tuberculosis control,” said Phil Griffin, di-
rector of tuberculosis control for the Kansas
Department of Health and Environment.
“With the emergence of new strains, our tools
for fighting it are getting very old.”

The consortium involves about 30 re-
searchers from the University of Kansas; the
Southwest Foundation for Biomedical Re-
search; the University of Arizona; the Uni-
versity of Texas-El Paso; the
Texas Department of State
Health Services; the state of
Kansas, and Chihuahua Uni-
versity Medical School and
Public Health Service in
Mexico.

The International Consor-
tium for the Study of Tuber-
culosis will focus on the
DNA of populations with
high rates of the disease, the
genetics of the various strains
of tuberculosis and environ-
mental factors affecting high-
risk populations.

While the disease has
been largely eradicated in the

U.S., the recent case of An-
7~

drew Speaker, who flew to several countries
before being hospitalized in Colorado with
extremely drug-resistant TB, has brought the
disease back into the national consciousness.

But members of the consortium say their
main concern is an influx of immigrants from
countries where the disease has not been
eradicated, such as Mexico, China and Soma-
lia. The problem is especially acute along the
U.S.-Mexico border, and in states like Kan-
sas that have growing immigrant popula-
tions.

“People are very, very concerned that our
whole medical system is being threatened,”
said Michael Crawford, an anthropological
geneticist at the University of Kansas who is
directing the consortium. “The real fear is
that we could have a pandemic at some point.”

While some consortium members will
study populations with high rates of tubercu-
losis — including their genetic makeup, fam-
ily structure and environmental factors such
as malnutrition or smoking — others will be
working in laboratories to unlock the genome
of the disease itself.

They want to know why only about 10
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