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Water from a large storm in late May flows along the side of the railroad tracks in Odgen.
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~ WICKED WEATHER
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FIRST AiF OF ‘07 Has BEEN ONE 10 FoRGET For KANSANS

From Staff & Wire Reports

Flooding, tornadoes and
blizzards have capped what
will go down in history as
one of the harshest first
halves of a year for Geary
County.

Since the doppler began
keeping track of rainfall
totals and snow accumula-
tion, the county has seen
more than 24 inches of rain
since Jan. 1. This brings
the average to well over
120 percent higher than
the average.

Storms have left the
countys streets damaged
and in need of repair. A late
Spring freeze has cost
farmers an untold amount
of money is crop losses and
the harvest is only 80 per-
cent complete. Totals so far
from Geary County Grain
dre at about a one-quarter
to a one-third decline com-
pared to the last few years

personnel have identified
aboul 3,100 homes
destroyed or heavily dam-
aged in five counties, with-a
dollar figure to be deter-
mined later.

Winter storms that crip-
pled western Kansas carli-
er this yvear and a rash of
spring tornadoes, including
one that largely destroved
Greensburg, have caused
more than $1 billion in
damage already, with the
state spending at least half
that for recovery eftorts.

Much of the damage has
occurred in rural areas,
which have struggled in
recent vears because of
drought and other econom-
ic obstacles.

Insurance companies are
fielding claims for hun-
dreds of millions of dollars,
money that temporarily
boosts local economies
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