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Chief justice to 

visit KU in 2008 
LAWRENCE  Supreme 

Court Chief Justice John Roberts 
plans to spend two days 

at the University of Kansas 
in 2008, meeting with law and 

business 

students and 

delivering a 

speech, the 

University 

announced 
Friday. 

Roberts is 

scheduled to 

give the Vick- Roberts 
ers Memorial 

Lecture on April 30 at the Lied 

Centet 

The university s business 

and law schools are working 

together to develop a schedule 

for his visit. 

Tickets to the lecture are 

free but won t be available 

until next year. Previous 

speakers include George H.W. 
Bush, Donald Rumsfeld and 

Sandra Day O Connot 
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As a seventh-nader, Tyler Clark scored a 21 on his ACT to qualify for Duke University s Talent Identification Pmgram. He attended the Politics in Practice  course at the 

University of Kansas from June 11 threugh July 1. 

TIP of the iceberg 
St. John freshman hopes participation in a Duke University course will help pave way to a legal or polftical career 

B KRISTEN R0DEfficK 

The Hutchinson News 

kroderick@hutchnews.com 

ST JOHN - A future lawyer 
or politician resides in a brick 
house in a quiet neighborhood. 

Tyler Clark has already 
traveled to Europe with student 

ambassadors and met 

with foreign dignitaries of 

Germany and a member of 

the British parliament. 

I ve tried to establish, so I 

could relate with political officials,  

he said. I ve had an interest 

in politics since last 

year  

When he was in seventh 
grade, his gifted teacher told 

him about Duke University s 
Talent Identification Program, 

or TIP. So he decided to 

try for it. 

The incoming St John High 
School freshman has scored a 

21 in reading on the ACT 
His score qualified him to 

enter Duke TIP. In June, he 

went to the University of 

Kansas and became immersed 
in an intense session titled 

Politics in Practice,  which 
ended July 1. 

I really enjoyed the class,  

Clark said. I learned so much 

and can better relate to our 

politics.  

For three weeks, Clark and 

his peers would start their 

weekday at 8 a.m. and work 
imtll 4p.m., minus an hour for 

lunch. Then, they d go to an 

evening session. They would 

attend class for three hours on 

Saturdays. 
During class, Clark and his 

peers would debate political 

issues, such as the war in Iraq. 

We would form teams and 

try to convince other people to 

come to our side,  he said. 

They gave speeches and 
spent more than a week writ- 

writing 

ing a seven-page paper 
Clark decided to write his 

paper on the Patriot Act, 

I was given the role of the 

activist, so I had to take the 

side of an activist and point 
out flaws,  he said. 

They had to write the paper 
during the day, as they were not 

allowed to work on their homework 

outside the classroom. 

The course is equivalent to 

a year in high school and a semester 

in college. Arid Clark 

completed it before he entered 
high school. 

It took work,  he said. 

But he passed. The students 
were not given a letter grade, 

but they were evaluated on a 

rubric scale. Clark said he met 
all expectations. 

When Clark returns to 

school in the fall, he will just 

be another student who enjoys 

playing football and 

basketball and running 
track. 

And with his mom s support, 

he wifi be continuing his 

path toward academic success. 

He has never gotten less 

than an A  in a class. 

She really just pushes me to 

my full potential and tries to 

help me when I need it,  he 

said. 
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