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In-state tuifion rising at more rapid rate

PRTSS CLIPTTNGS STRVICT:

Kansas residents are
paying a higher portion
of universities’ budgets
By CHRIS GREEN

Harris News Service

TOPEKA — The gap between what
residents and nonresidents pay to

Salina Journal attend the state’s largest universities
. will narrow again this fall.
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Kansas, Kansas State University and
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decreased in recent years, however,
because in-state tuition costs have
increased at faster rates than out-of-
state charges.

The most recent round of tuition
increases approved this past week by
the state Board of Regents will push
the ratio to well below 3-to-1 at all
three of the state’s research institu-
tions, according to a Harris News
Service analysis of tuition data.

In fact, Kansas State and Wichita
State will increase tuition by the
exact same dollar amount for resi-
dent and nonresident students tak-
ing a semester of 15 credits hours
this fall — $225 at K-State and $119.25

at Wichita State.

As a result, in-state students will
see an 8.7 percent increase in their
tuition at K-State, while out-of-
state students will see a 3 percent
increase. At Wichita State, residents
will pay 6.5 percent more compared
to the 2.2 percent more for out-of-
state students.

Such changes show more of the
tuition burden at research schools
shifting to Kansas residents at a
time when such charges make up
an increasing portion of university
operating budgets.

WSU trying to shrink gap

Roger Lowe, vice president of
administration and finance at
Wichita State, said his institution
has actively worked to shrink the
gap between in-state and out-of-state
tuition.

Out-of-state students will pay 2.88
times more than in-state students to
attend this fall. The university would
eventually like to decrease that ratio
to 2.75, Lowe said.

Lowe said the changes were
designed to make the university com-
petitive for out-of-state students and
to ensure fairness.

“It’s a matter of competition, but
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