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RIC
ANDERSON

New KU
tuition plan
a gamble

They're offering a basic finance course
at The University of Kansas these days,

which is great.
Maybe they'l
' teach the kids about
the screw job their
ONLINE families could face
Paait andas under KU's new
Ric Anderson’'s tuition plan-
ciadly onling blog AspitChedby '
cjonline.com; the university, the
news2 deal looks good. In
infomercial form, it
would sound something like this:

“I'm actress Lindsay Wagner, and I'd
like to tell you about a terrific new offer
from The University of Kansas.

“For years, parents have sent their

high school graduates to colleges at one
tuition rate only to see the annual cost
rise dramatically from year to yéar. By
the time students earn their degrees,
they and their parents may be paying
hundreds more than they were during
the students’ freshman year.

“Well, no more.

“Thanks to KU’s four-year tuition
compact, first-time freshmen and their
families will lock in a tuition rate for four

value is academic”

Tuning back to reality, though, the deal
isagamble.

First-time freshmen will pay 16.1
percent more in tuition and fees than
last year’s freshmen were charged. Other
newcomers pay more, too, but not that
much. The rate for Kansas residents
who transfer to KU is 7.3 percent higher
than it was in 2006-07, while the rate for
nonresidents is 6.5 percent higher.

Where the real roll of the dice comes,
though, is in the duration of the deal.
Essentially, students lose the guaranteed
rate aftgr four years — and then would
have to pay regular tuitich — unless the
university grants some kind of waiver.

How many kids bilge out of college
after a year? Plenty, of course. And how
many of those who make it through their
freshman year get their degrees in exactly
four years? Not all of them.

Plus, there’s no option for first-timers.
Unless you transfer in, you're paying the
16.1 percent.

Which isn't to say there’s nothing
noble about the plan. KU officials say
the annual tuition increase has been 9
percent over the past 30 years, meaning
the 16.1 percent hike is a bargain. Also,
they say the locked-in rate will leave
students paying less per credit hour in
four years than students at The Universit
of Missouri paid last year.

So for kids who have chosen a major
and have the unwavering focus to stick
with that choice for four years, it's a heck
of deal.

years. But how many kids like that do you
“Think of it: four years without increas-  know?

es in tuition or fees. Tuition that first year Ric Anderson, whose parents will attest

will cost a little more, butisn’tthatworth  that he definitely wasn’t one of those kids

it for four years of financial security? can be reached at (785) 295-1282
“So call now for more information. or ric.anderson@cjonline.com.

Ithink you'll agree with me thatatKU,  ~— —
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