
I KANSAS UNIVERSITY: The 

University of Kansas Department 

of Slavic Languages and 
Literatures recognized 26 students 

for academic excellence 
and outstanding service and 

presented the first Joseph L. 
Conrad Memorial Awards. 

Honorees include Kate 
Manguoglu, Sauna, and Hally 

Crangle, Lincoln. 

Manguoglu, a sophomore 
studying pre-business adminiswas 

cited for excellence 

n intermediate Turkish. Cran1 
gle, a freshman whose major is 

undecided, was cited for excellence 

in elementary Russian. 

The Conrad Fund, a bequest 

from the family of Joseph L. 

Conrad, former professor and 
department chairman, allows 

students to travel to conferences 

to disseminate their 

research. Each student received 
a $200 honorarium. 

Students received certificates 

and book awards for excellence 
in various levels of Bosnian! 
Croatian/Serbian, Czech, Polish, 

Russian, Slovene, Turkish 
and Ukrainian. 

KU is the only university in 

the Great Plains to offer doctoral 

degrees, as well as bachelor s 

and master s degrees, 

in Slavic languages and literatures. 

The department by itself 

and in conjunction with the 
Center for Russian, Eurasian 
and East European Studies 
offers Slavic-related events 

throughout the yeat The area 

studies program, one of only 12 

such federally funded national 
resource centers, provides a 

wide range of Slavic courses 

offered by more than 50 faculty 
members in 16 departments. 
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(S 
(KANSAS UNIVERSiTY: 
Matthew Dupy, Sauna, was 

among students in a history of 

the peoples of Kansas class that 

studied the exodus of African- 
Americans to Kansas in 1879. 

Students in the class each 

picked a Kansas newspaper 
from that time period and wrote 

papers on what the newspapers 
reported about the exodus. 

At the time of the exodus, 

Kansas was known for being 

progressive and tolerant, but 

the students found articles that 

seemed to suggest otherwise. 

Dupy is a senior studying 

accounting. He is the son of 

and Kathi Dupy. 
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COST OF LIVING & WAGES 

SaHna  $ affordability 

I 

p 
I 

 15_5 
Sauna is inexpensive 

for the highest income 

bracket, but what about 

everyone else? 

By DUANE SCHRAG 
SaUna Journal 

Jennifer Montena was surprised to read, on 

the front page of the Sauna Journal recently, 

that Salina s living expenses are the eighth 
lowest in the country 

We lived in Kansas City a couple years 
ago, and I don t fmd the cost of living (here) 
any cheap6r,  said Montena, 33. Our rent is 

just as high as Kansas City 
Day care isn t cheaper 

Sailna appeared near 
the top of a national list 

compiled by the Council for 

Community and Economic 
Research, a private company 
based in Arlington, Va., that 

has been publishing the 

___________ 

ACCRA Cost of Living Index Lauver 
list since 1968. Participating 

_____________ 

chambers of commerce and + 

other economic development  0 

organizations all across the 
hying chart 

country submit local pricing Page A8 

data quarterly. Salina s data 
are supplied by the Sauna Area Chamber of 

Commerce. 

The recent list, which ranked 274 urban 
areas nationwide, is a snapshot of the fourth 
quarter of 2006. And Sauna appears on the 

company s latest list  first quarter 2007  in 

fifth place. In fact, since the beginning of 

2005 Sauna has made the Top 10 seven times, 
appearing as high as third in the first quarter 

of 2005. 

Each quarter participating communities 
provided detailed information about grocery 
housing, utility transportation, health and 
miscellaneous costs. 

Dennis Lauver president and CEO of the 

Sauna Area Chamber of Commerce, said he 

is looking forward to sharing the results with 
prospective employers. 

It helps us make the argument this is a 

very good mix for affordability  Lauver said. 

 employers take a look, they ll look and 
say, Boy, there are cheaper places to locate.  

But the list doesn t examine the cost 

of living from the average wage earner s 
standpoint. Rather, it looks at costs from 
the perspective of professional and managerial 

households with incomes in the top 20 

percent. To them, Sauna s cost of living is a 

bargain. 
Taxes are not taken into account. 

Incomes below national average 
And what all the cities in the Top 10 

list have in common is that their median 
incomes are all below the national average. 

At $39,216, Saline County s median income 
for 2004 is below the state average of $41,664, 

and 26th in the state. Kansas counties with 
higher median incomes include McPherson 

($45,392), Ottawa ($41,093) and Johnson 
($68,013). 

The 2004 data are the most recent available 
for all Kansas counties. 

According to the 2000 Census, the top 

income quintile for Sailna is just over $60,000 
(21.7 percent of the households earn $60,000 
or more). That s slightly above Hutchinson 
(just under $60,000) but far behind Olathe 
(close to $100,000). 

Lauver points out that Salina s median 
income is the highest on ACCRAs short list. 

See COSTS, Page Al 
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