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New laws coming in Kansas '

Sunday starts new
regulations for child
safety, seat belts, taxes,
obeying the speed limit.

By DAVID KLEPPER
The Star's Topeka Correspondent

Better bust out those child
safety seats because, starting
Sunday, you're risking a ticket
in Kansas if you chauffeur
young children without one.

For a year, police have issued
only warnings to drivers who
fail to put children ages 4 to 7
in child safety seats. That grace
period is at an end, however,
and violators now face fines of
$60.

Children who weigh more
than 80 pounds or are taller
than 4 feet 9 inches are exempt
from the law.

It’s one of several changes in
Kansas law that go into effect
Sunday, the start of the state’s
fiscal year.

buckle up: Youngsters 14 to 17
must now wear a seat belt at all
times and can be ticketed even
if they haven’t committed an-
other moving violation.

Warning citations will be is-
sued until the end of the year.
After that, police can issue a
$60 fine. For the lead-footed, a
new law will double the fines
for speeding in school zones
on state highways.

B Like to address your city
council in Pig Latin? Better
brush up on English, because
it's now the state’s official lan-
guage. _

The law, designed to protect

state’s earned income tax cred-
it.

I University  maintenance:
The state’s regent universities
like the University of Kansas
and Kansas STate can start fix-
ing those old laboratories and
plaster cracks, thanks to $50

The laws range from making
English the state’s official lan-
guage to tax breaks for busi-
ness and the elderly.

All told, 147 laws go into ef-
fect Sunday. Here are a few of
the new laws, and whom they
might affect:

- BGoing cruising? Better

and promote the tongue made
famous by Shakespeare, is
largely symbolic. It won't pro-
hibit any government from of-
fering services or information
in other languages.

I Think you pay too much in
taxes? Businesses will see re-
ductions in the franchise tax as
part of a five-year phaseout.’

Seniors on fixed incomes
will get help, too: Social Secu-
rity retirement benefits will
now be exempt from state
taxes, and some homeowners
older than 55 will see a bigger
property tax refund. Lawmak-
ers also raised the refund that
can be claimed under the

million they’ll get in the new
fiscal year. It’s part of a larger
university maintenance pack-
age.

I Want your old name back?
A new law will make it easier
for divorced women to reclaim
their maiden name by stream-
lining the legal process.

I Scrap metal: You'll have to
show identification when sell-
ing large amounts of scrap
metal. It's part of an effort to
curb metal thefts, which police
say are tied to methampheta-
mine addiction.

I Quiet on the set! Movie-
makers who set their films in
Kansas will get tax credits.

I No hunting and fishing for
deadbeats: Parents who fall sig-
nificantly behind on child sup-
port payments will be denied
hunting and fishing licenses.
To reach David Klepper, call
1-785-354-1388 or send e-mail to

dklepper@kcstar.com.
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