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are starting to use it for far
more serious subjects — plead-
ing legal cases and alleging the
denial of justice.

Legal and media experts do
not necessarily believe the
YouTube clips alone will sway
a court or reach a wide swath
of the public by themselves.

“We're at a point when peo-
ple are desperate for attention
for their cause, and they’re
availing themselves” of outlets
like YouTube, said University
of Kansas professor Dafid-Peri-
mutter. “They’re hoping this
will be the spark that will get
larger media attention.”

And they are getting noticed,
said Ryan Ferguson’s father,
Bill Ferguson.

The family’s first video clip,
“Have You Ever Had a Cop in
Your Face?” has been viewed
more than 6,200 times since it
appeared last month. The fam-
ily posted a second clip last
week.

(1]

Heitholt was beaten and
strangled in the parking lot of
the Daily Tribune late Hallo-
ween night 2001 after a long
day at work It took police
nearly three years to make ar-
rests — first Erickson, who

said he confessed after having a
dream about participating in
the murder, then Ferguson.

The crux of the Fergusons’
argument is that Ryan, now 23,
was convicted solely on the
back of Erickson’s murky con-
fession. Bill Ferguson argues
that the video shows a con-
fused Erickson being fed crime
details by police to make his
confession complete.

“People that are for us, they
see the video ... and they say,
‘Oh, my gosh, that’s a total in-
justice,’ ” Ferguson said.

Boone County prosecutors
dismiss that contention and the
YouTube effort, and Columbia

police have detended their in-
vestigation.

Dan Knight, current Boone
County prosecutor and second
chair on the Heitholt case,
noted that the jurors watched
the interrogation videos.

“All 12 listened to that evi-
dence, and all 12 of them re-
turned a guilty verdict,” Knight
said. “It was a unanimous ver-
dict.”

A three-judge panel of the
Missouri Appeals Court turned
back Ferguson’s appeal this
week, but his family vowed fur-
ther legal battles to free him.

Bill Ferguson said the point




