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TOPEKA — An effort to make
college costs more predictable
sounds intriguing to recent Ot-
tawa High School graduate Sara
Humm.

Set to begin her freshman year
at the University of Kansas in Au-
gust, HOmm's class co ¢ the
first at the school to receive what’s
being called a “four-year tuition
compact.”

Last month, KU officials an-
nounced a plan to hike tuition

all incoming freshmen. But they

(charges by about 16 percent for

would also freeze those charges at
the same rate for four years.

The state Board of Regents is
scheduled to vote on the proposal
Thursday as it sets tuition and
course fee rates for 2007-08 at all
state universities. .

Proposed hikes for Kansas resi-
dents were released last month and
ranged from a 5.1 percent jump in
tuition and fees at Fort Hays State
to 9.5 percent at Emporia State.

The guaranteed tuition rate
proposal has received positive re-
views so far, KU spokeswoman
Lynn Bretz said. At several recent
orientations, parents reportedly

burst into applause when told there
might be no tuition increases for
four years, she said.

“We're taking that as pretty
good feedback,” Bretz said.

Initially pushed by students
leaders, under the tuition compact,
resident incoming freshmen would
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pay a single tuition rate of 3215 per
credit hour for four years. Out-of-
state students would pay $560 per
credit hour.

The compact rate is the aver-
age of what students would pay
over four years if the university in-
creased tuition 6 percent annually.

However Humm, 18, said she

doesn’t know how much the new
plan would benefit her as she tries
to figure out how to pay off her
college bills.

If college costs rise faster than
expected, the guaranteed rate
could be a good deal. But the bar-
gain might not be so good for stu-
dents who transfer from KU prior
to graduating or if yearly rates
don’t rise as steeply as the guaran-
teed rate projects.

“You know, they could be mak-
ing money,” said Humm, who has
served on Ottawa’s City Commis-
sion since April.

On average, though, the univer- /
sity has seen tuition jump by an av-
erage of 9 percent a year over the
past 30 years, Bretz said.

KU officials have also set out
a four-year schedule for fees and
plan to allow students to fix their
on-campus housing costs for two
years as a way of curbing year-to-
year cost fluctuations.

“Our whole program is about
bringing predictability back into
college expenses,” Bretz said.
““That’s what is so hard for families
— not knowing what college costs
are going to be over four years.” |
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