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— The University of Kansas
School of Allied Health recog-
nizes students for exceptional
accomplishments with scholar-
ships and awards.

Mariam Riazi Kermani,
Hays, received the Debra
L. Park Award for the Out-
standing Student in Hearing
Science.

\ dJill Renee Rucker, Hays, (
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Tuitioh inciédses

FHSU leads state
in providing quality
.education for less

o matter how many times this
Ngets reported, we never tire of

it. When the Kansas Board of
Regents approved tuition increases
Thursday at state universities for
the upcoming school year, Fort Hays
State University was last. Again.

Students at Hays’ four-year uni-
versity will face an increase of 5.1
percent for the 2007-08 school year.
The other schools’ undergraduates
face a 6.4 percent hike at Wichita
State, 7.1 percent at Pittsburg State,
7.2 at the University of Kansas, 7.9 at
Kansas State, 8.5 at KSU-Salina and
9.5 at Emporia State.

We congratulate the administra-
tion at FHSU for once again leading
the way in making college afford-
able to even more Kansans. Not only
was FHSU’s increase the lowest, it
further solidified the university’s
position as the least expensive in the
state. Fifteen credit hours now will
cost $3,354 — compared to $6,598 at
KU.

How does FHSU keep its price so
low? It’s rather simple. According to
President Edward Hammond, the
university creates efficiencies and

then passes the savings along to
students. Hammond cited a large de-
crease in electricity use, a reduction
in the number of administrators and
non-teaching staff members, and a
significant boost to the student body
population through its international
programs.

It’s obvious all three factors are
contributing to the affordable success
strategy.

One of the unique proposals ap-
proved by the Board of Regents was
KU'’s plan to increase its tuition
16.1 percent for incoming freshmen
— and then lock it at that rate for
four years.

Christine Downey-Schmidt, the
newly elected Board of Regents chair-
woman, called the fixed tuition plan
“innovative.” Of course, there will be
a penalty for those who don’t gradu-
ate in the four-year period. And in
Lawrence, not many accomplish that
feat — only 29 percent.

Given FHSU’s already low pricing,
we do not see any need to offer tuition
rate guarantees here. Neither does
Hammond.

“We've just pledged to keep it as
low as possible,” he said.

We encourage Fort Hays State
University to keep the course. If it
isn’t broken, there’s nothing to fix.

Editorial by Patrick Lowry
plowry@dailynews.net




