
EFFECTS OF GREENSBURG TORNADO CONflNUE 

Lost 

souls 
Children who survived 

May 4 tragedy suffering from 

trauma, learning to cope 

B CLARA KILBOURN 

The Hutchinson News 
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In the six weeks since their family survived 

the Greensburg tornado, Mandy 

Sorg has watched her children have good 

days and bad days. 

She s looking for the fallout from 

Michael Ray, 6, and Marie, 3 months. 

Jeffrey Schmidt s mother, Lisa, has 

heard him tell people about how their 

house got sucked up by a tornado that 

took his toys and books  and she s seen 

her 4-year-old son s tears. 

He keeps asking her to call the fixer 

man  to come so they can go home again. 

They all seem like souls that don t 

have an anchor anyplace,  Mandy Sorg 

said. It s hard enough for adults to comprehend, 

I can t imagine what s in a 

child s mind.  

Both the Schmidt and Sorg families 

have sought counseling for their children 

who survived the tornado and yearn for 

life as it was before. 

For children the ages of Michael and 

Jeffrey, the hope that things wifi go back 

exactly as they were is normal, said 

Martha Barnard, Universit of Kansas 
Professor of Behavioral P latrics. 

Even though they are traumatized by 
the devastation of the storm, they don t 

look on what has happened as being permanent. 

They think it s a possibility that 

things can go back,  she said. Even 

adults can t fathom that it won t be back 

to some type of normalcy  
In the first month after an event like 

the tornado, young children suffer from 
acute stress and grief, as if someone had 

died, Barnard said. 
The difference is that with death, a funeral 

gives closure. With the storm, 
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