
aidwell answers student queriºsT 

By ANTON MENNING 
TIMEs STAFF WRITER 

Lt. Gen. William 
Caidwell capped off a spate 

of speeches at the 

pf Kans h a question- 

-answer session with 
students on Thursday. 

The session took 

place at the Kansas 

Union, which was 

partially destroyed by 

arson in 1970, 

in the wake of 11 
civil unrest tourih 
directed at the 

Vietnam War, ye 
However, as 

the geosphe 
commander of 

the Combined ques 

Arms Center 
 Wi//k 

and Fort 

Leavenworth, 
Caldwell was greeted with 

respect and enthusiasm. 

They threw some tough 

questions very big 

geospherical-type 
questions,  Caldwell said. 

Many of the roughly 70 

students in attendance 

thanked Caidwell for his 

service before they asked 

their questions, addressing 
the General as sir.  

Questions ranged from 

the situation in Turkey to 

sending more troops to Iraq, 

 among many others. 

When asked about 

oversight concerning 
contractors in Iraq, 

Caidwell told a vivid 

story in which 

: American troops 
* manning a 

r sr roadblock in 
I VY j the middle of 

luestions the night were 
confronted 

ry big with a truck 

i. , 
that would not 

.rlcau-Lype slow down. 

tions  
They debated 

whether to 

am Ca/dwell stop the truck 

by force. 

The driver 

had fallen asleep, There was 

absolutely no intent to bring 

harm to us at all in this one 

instance,  he said. 

The story illustrated the 

dilemmas faced by soldiers 

and contractors in an 

uncertain operating 

environment. Caldwell 
ended the response with a 

call for more oversight for 

contractors operating in 

Iraq. 

When queried about Iran, 

Caldwell said military 

intervention was a last 

resort and reminded the 

students of the moderate 

nature of the majority of 

Iranians. 

Once you ve seen one 

American casualty, you 

realize the cost is huge,  he 

said. 

The general emphasized 
the need for the military to 

engage with the media. For 

him, negative stories came 

from frustrated journalists 
who were not provided with 
the access or context needed 

for a story. 

The media need access to 

even sensitive information 

for perspective, Caidwell 
said. 

One of the lighter 

questions involved 
Caldwells favorite places 

abroad. He said Singapore 

was extremely interesting, 

adding that he enjoyed 
Australia as well. 
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You don t go to Australia 
and not have fun,  Caidwell 

said. 

For freshman Joseph 

Shannon, the experience 

was positive. 

The man was willing to 

answer any question 

hether it was purely 
personal or purely 
professional,  Shannon said. 

He added that he would 
attend another session 

because of the relevance of 

the general s answers and 

engaging personality. 

Other students said they 

felt the same as Shannon 
and even asked Caldwell to 

return to KU to speak about 
other topics. 

I think it was a great 

first step,  Caidwell said of 

the session. I m encouraged 

enough by it that I would 

actually like to come back 

and do it again.  

Caldwell also spoke at the 

Dole Institute of Politics 

and a military roundtable 

while at KU. His visit was 
part of a larger initiative at 

the university toengage the 

military and share resources 

and expertise with Fort 

Leavenworth. 

KU recently announced a 

plan to allow wounded 
veterans to attend the school 

while they recuperate from 
their injuries, staying on 

active duty. Upon finishing 

their degrees, the veterans 
will be eligible for 

employmentin the Army 
educational system. 
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