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LAWRENCE  The University of 

Kansas  Confucius Institute was honored 

this week in Beijing as a 2007 

Confucius Institute of the Year, one 

of only four institutes in the United 

States and 20 worldwide to receive 

the designation. 

William M. Tsutsui, executive 

director of the Confucius institute, 

was one of five officials from the 210 

institutes around the world  and 

the only U.S. citizen  invited to address 

the opening ceremony of the 

second Confucius institute Confer- Conference 

ence in the Great Hall of the People 

on Tiananmen Square in Beijing. 

The award was given by State Coundior 

Chen Zhili, Minister of Education 

Zhou Ji and Hanban Director 

General Xu Lin, who oversees the 

development of Confucius Institutes 

worldwide. 

All of us at the Confucius Institute 

are very proud that our programs in 

Chinese language and culture have 

been recognized as trulyworid class;  

Tsutsui said. As interest in China 

continues to increase in Kansas and 

greater Kansas City, we look forward 

in the months ahead to further 

growth and expanded opportunities 

to serve schools, businesses and 

communities:  

Other addresses were delivered by 

speakers from Great Britain, Cameroon, 

Japan and Ausiralia. 

This is an extraordinary and deserved 

honor for our institute and 

Bifi. He and his staff have done impressive 

work;  said Robert Hemenway, 

KU chancellor. Our Confucius 

Institute reflects the strength of KU s 

connection to China, as well as our 

superb and extensive Chinese and 

East Asian programs. It also gives 

Kansas and the region a competitive 

advantage in doing business with 

China as it becomes a leading economic 

force in the world:  

KU s Confucius institute was the 

fifth such institute to open in the 

United States when it was dedicated 

in May 2006. The first four were located 

in Washington, D.C., Chicago, 

New York and San Francisco. There 

are now 38 institutes in the United 

States. 

The institute serves communities, 

businesses schools, government, 

nonprofit organizations and the 

media throughout the region by offering 

community-based Chinese 

language instruction, supporting the 

training and professional development 

of Chinese language teachers 

and promoting outreach programs 

on Chinese culture. It is a cooperative 

project of KU, the Office of Chinese 

Language Council International of 

the Chinese Ministry of Education 

and Huazhong Normal University. 
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Scholarship winners identified at Kansas University 

Local recipients of scholarships 

at the Uni Karisas include: 

Baileyville: Amy L Rottinghaus 

 Design BFA, Junior, Juanita B. 

Strait Scholarship, Charles W. 

Shipley Memorial, Flinn Scholarship 

B & B High School; 

Laura A Rottinghaus, DesignBFA, 

Senior, Helen Amick Brainerd 

Student Aid, Ida M. Stocking Fund 

B & B High School Baileyville 

Baileyville: Megan Renee 

Sanders, Business, Junior J. A. Burzle 

Scholarship, B & B High School 

Baileyville. 

Centralia: Hailey Nicole Stallbaumer, 

Design BFA, Sophomore, 

Helen Amick Brainerd Student Aid, 

Centralia High School Centralia. 

Corning: Renee Lynne Stallbaumer, 

Educ-Curr&Ins, MSE 
Graduate, Chris and Marilyn Anderson 

Scholarship, Ruth E. Litchen 

memorial scholarship Nemaha Valley 

High School Seneca, Nemaha 
Valley High School Seneca 

Goff: Ella Medora FundReznicek 

Linguistics-BA, Sophomore, 

Frank G. Crowell Scholarship 

Wetmore High School. 

Seneca: Emily E Bergman, 

Applied Behavioral Science BA, 

Freshman, Harvey Haines III Memorial 

Scholarship B & B High 

School; Jamie Lynn Bergman, Social 

WorkBSW, Senior, School of 

Social Welfare, Advisory Board 

Scholarship Nemaha Valley High 

School; Lindsay R Bergman, Psychology 

BA, Sophomore Harvey 

Haines III Memorial Scholarship 

Nemaha Valley High School; Tara 

M Bergman, Accounting BSB, 

Junior, Henry E. Crawford Scholarship 

in Business Nemaha Valley 

High School.; Julie Danielle 

Eisenbarth, English BA, Junior, 

NILA B. MCCONN SCHOLARSHIP, 

Nemaha Valley High School 

Amy F Gress, Mathematics BSE, 

Junior, Harvey Haines III Memorial 

Scholarship, Joan Pelton Haver 

Scholarship in Education Nemaha 
Valley High School; Laura Elizabeth 

Hammes, Dietetic Internship 

Cert Prog Graduate, Freeman Roy 

Scholarship; 

Maggie Reid Jones, Latin 

American Studies BA, Senior, Harley 

S. Nelson Family Schol. - Humanities 

& Social Science, Nemaha 

Valley High School; Blake Thomas 

Kramer, Pre-Business Freshman 

Harvey Haines III Memorial Scholarship, 

Pre-Business, Freshman 

Kansas Society of CPAs Scholarship 

Nemaha Valley High School 

Seneca; Justin F Lueger, Business 

Administration, MBA Graduate 

Henry E. Crawford Scholarship 

in Business, Nemaha Valley High 

School; Mark Allen Olberding, 

Business MINOR Senior J. Allen 

Reese Pharmacy Scholarship, Howard 

E. and Virginia G. Mossberg 

Scholarship, Nemaha Valley High 

School; Jonathan Douglas Todd, 

Pre-Business Freshman, Ed T. 

Hackney Scholarship Nemaha Valley 

High School. 

Wetmore: Jareb Tyler Stallbaumer, 

Pre-Pharmacy Freshman, 

KU Scholarships Wetmore High 

School. 
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