
Uni of Kansas to offer photography degree 

The Associated Press 

LAWRENCE  Pok Chi Lau has 

heard the question hundreds of 

times: Does The University of Kansas 

offer a major in photography? 

Starting next semester, he can 

give a new answer. That is because 

KU is roffing out its new photomecia 

major in the spring, with a fullblown 

start in the fall. 

It s been so many years to make 

this happen;  said Lau, a photography 

professor. No one in the 

Midwest has anything close to what 

were proposing: 

The new major is actually twc 

majors  a bachelor of arts in 

photomedia and a bachelor of fine 

arts in photomedia. The difference, 

in part, is that the BA requires a foreign 

language. 

The photomedia program has 

been a priority for Greg Thomas, 

who came to KU three years ago 

as chairman of the design department. 

He said he found many area high 

schools that have strong photogra 

photography programs, and he figures KU 

is losing out on 10 to 15 students 

a year from Lawrence s two high 

schools alone by not offering a photography 

major. 

The response, so far, has been 

phenomenal. He says the department 

has done very little promotion, 

yet 15 to 20 students have 

signed up already, and alumni are 

contacting him every day wanting 

to know how they can help. 

It s kind of one of these, gee, why 

didn t we do this before?  Thomas 
said. 

He said the largest emphasis in 

the design department currently is 

visual communications, which has 

about 250 students. 

I think this has the potential to 

be larger than that:  Thomas said. 

The new major attracted Abbey 

Saathoff, a junior from Overland 

Park. She added photomedia to hei 

majors, in addition to art history. 

1 actually wanted to go to college 

for photography, but KU didn i 

have a program,  she said. I figured 

I d major in art history, get all the 

art stuff and go somewhere else 

after KU. I was surprised that there 

weren t any big schools in Kansas 

with any sort of a photography major. 

There were a few courses, but 

nothing beyond that:  

Ultimately, she said, she wants to 

be a fashion photographer. 

Thomas says photomedia will 

incorporate areas of fine art and 

commercial photography, photojournalism, 

videography and other 

derivatives.  that s about creating 

an image, which is pretty broad,  

he said. 1 hope it can be something 

where they ll be able to go anywhere 

and adapt. We want to provide tools 

and resources. We don t want to 

rubber-stamp people here  

The first class to be offered in the 

spring semester will be taught by 

10 members of the photography 

department at Hallmark Cards in 

Kansas City, Mo. It will give the sindents 

hands-on experience doing 

commercial photography. 
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Sgt. Felix Zacharlas, of Wichita, who Spent four years of active duty 

in Iraq, has had some difficulty transitioning to cMlian ilfestyle. 

) 

Po remind KU student 

of time spent serving in Iraq 
ml Associated Pmss 

Potholes that dot Lawrence streets 

are Just one of many reminders of 

combat In Iraq, said Felix Zacharlas, 

a sergeant In the U.S. Marine Corps 

Reserves. 

The University of Kansas sophomore 

from Wichita Is used to swervIng 

from potholes to save his life. He 

recalled maneuvering his vehicle 

around a 15-foot-crater one day last 

spring in Fallujah, Iraq, The hole 

was created by a suidde truck that 

exploded the day before. 

Transitloning from a war zone 

where anything that moves has the 

potential to kill you to dvlllan life can 

be difficult for veterans, their families 

and the health care providers working 

to help them. 

The nature of warfare in Iraq Is 

prompting changes to health care for 

soldiers. Richard Selig, the Operation 

Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 

Freedom program manager 

for the Eastern Kansas Health Care 

System, said health care providers 

are facing a neurobiological phenomenon.  

In previous wars, a soldier would 

gear up for the a or fllght phenomenon, 

deal with a crisis, and 

then chemicals of excitation  would 

subside, Selig said. 

Iraq war veterans are faced with a 

hyperarousal farn a constant state of 

fear and an which leads to stress 

disorders, as well as traumatic brain 

injuries, the signature wounds of this 

war, he said. 
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