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Univérsity of Kansas to offer photography degree

The Associated Press

LAWRENCE — Pok Chi Lau has

heard the question hundreds of
times: Does The University of Kan-
sas offer a major in photography?
* Starting next semester, he can
give a new answer. That is because
KU is rolling out its new photome-
dia major in the spring, with a full-
blown start in the fall.

“It’s been so many years to make
this happen,” said Lau, a photog-
raphy professor. “No one in the
Midwest has anything close to what
we Ie proposing.

The new major is actually two
majors — a bachelor of arts in
photomedia and a bachelor of fine
arts in photomedia. The difference,
in part, is that the BA requires a for-
eign language.

The photomedia program has
been a priority for Greg Thomas,
who came to KU three years ago
as chairman of the design depart-
ment.

He said he found many area high
schools that have strong photogra-

phy programs, and he figures KU
is losing out on 10 to 15 students
a year from Lawrence’s two high
schools alone by not offering a pho-
tography major.

The response, so far, has been
phenomenal. He says the depart-
ment has done very little promo-
tion, yet 15 to 20 students have
signed up already, and alumni are
contacting him every day wanting
to know how they can help.

“It's kind of one of these, gee, why
didn’t we do this before?” Thomas
said. .

He said the largest emphasis in
the design department currently is
visual communications, which has
about 250 students.

“I think this has the potential to
be larger than that,” Thomas said.

The new major attracted Abbey
Saathoff, a junior from Overland
Park. She added photomedia to her
majors, in addition to art history.

“I actually wanted to go to col-
lege for photography, but KU didn’t
have a program,” she said. “I figured
I'd major in art history, get all the

art stuff and go somewhere else
after KU. I was surprised that there
weren't any big schools in Kansas
with any sort of a photography ma-
jor. There were a few courses, but
nothing beyond that.

Ultimately, she said, she wants to
be a fashion photographer.

Thomas says photomedia will
incorporate areas of fine art and
commercial photography, photo-
journalism, videography and other
derivatives.

“Anything that’s about creating
an image, which is pretty broad,’
he said. “T hope it can be something
where they’ll be able to go anywhere
and adapt. We want to provide tools
and resources. We don’t want to
rubber-stamp people here.”

The first class to be offered in the
spring semester will be taught by
10 members of the photography
department at Hallmark Cards in
Kansas City, Mo. It will give the stu-
dents hands-on experience doing
commercial photography.
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