
MJI vane High School Grads 

Receive KU Scholarships 
More than 5.400 students at the 

University of Kansas will receive about 

$26 milli privately funded scholarship 

support during the 207-08 academic 

year. Many of those scholarship recipients 

graduated from Mulvane High School. 

Scholarship recipients include Tamera 

Parman, daughter of Dena Parman. She 

received the Evelyn. Richard and Blanche 

Thompson Fund for her Juris Doctoi 

Matthew Phillips. son of Troy and 

Victoria Phillips, is a sophomore majoring 

in petroleum engineering. He received a 

Frank J. Black Petroleum Engineering 

Student Scholarship. 

Gavin Snider, son of Tim and Rita 

Snider, is a senior majoring in architecture. 

He received KU Scholarships. 

Jeffrey and Janice Van Sickle 

Scholarship, Harold Otto Scholarship 

Wand Chancellors Club Scholarships. 

Jordan Cox, daughter 01 Karen and 

Brent lverson. is a freshman studyingpre-education 

secondary. She received 

KU Scholarships. Sara Erh. daughter of 

Richard and Bobbie Erh. received a 

Mary Alice Smith Memorial. She is a 

junior majoring in Design. Ti 

McDaniel. son of Jennifer McDaniel. 

received KU Scholarships and 

Chacellor s Club Scholarships. He is 

studying pre-medicine. 

Maylene Morgan. daughter of Elsa 

and Cohn Morgan. is a junior majoring 

in architectural engineering. She 

received an Arthur D. Clark 

Scholarship. Kara Schippers. daughter 

of Becky and Robert Schippers. 

received KU Scholarships. She is a 

freshman studying pre-architecture. 

Daniel Schneider. son of Jeff and 

Brenda Schneider. received KU 

Scholarships. He is a freshman studying 

pre-pharmacy. Caitlin Wise. daughter of 

Jackie and Forrest Wise, is a freshman 

studying pre-husiness. She received KU 

Scholarships. Jason Swi nk. majoring 

inmedicine, received an RM Oouldner 

Medical Scholarship and Office of 

Cultural Enhancement & Diversity NIH 

Scholarship. 

Kara Carlson. daughter of Bruce and 

Kirsten Carlson is a freshman studying 

biology. She received a Homer B. Hunt 

Scholarship. Joseph Myers. son of 

Michael and Margaret Myers. is a freshman 

studying undecided engineering. He 

received a Roland T. Beard Scholarship. 
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EtIi depletes water, 

increases cost of food 
By Russell B. Mesler 

If legislation requiring a fivefold 

increase in the use of 

ethanol is a bad idea  and it is 

 then the consequences of 

such a mandate would be even 
worse: Subsidies for the ethanol 

industry would soar, an increasing 

amount of corn would go for 

fuel instead of food, and wooded 

areas would be leveled 

to make way for 

corn fields, resulting in 

more greenhouse gases 

than if we simply used 

gasoline. 
But another problem 

looms, and it dwarfs 

the rest in its severity. 

If a biofuels mandate 
becomes law, there 

will be fierce competi- Mesler 

tion for scarce water 

_____ 

supplies needed to 

slake the thirst of Some 
ethanol producers. exper 

The side effects of 

greatly expanding the 
one g 

production of ethanol Of etli 

cannot be simply renuil 
sloughed off. Highly 

subsidized, ethanol is 

diverting corn away gaHol 

from the food table watei 
and driving up the 

_____ 

price of many food 

products. 
For that, much of the blame 

lies with a complacent Congress, 

which in 2005 mandated an 

increase in ethanol use to 7.5 bil 

billion gallons a year by 20:12, up 

from 6 billion gallons this year. 

The House-passed plan being 

reworked in the Senate would 
push production to 36 billion 

gallons a year by 2022. 
Backers of the bill say that 

about half of the ethanol would 
be made from cellulosic sources 
such as fast-growing switchgrass, 

grass, poplars or willows that 

are more energy efficient and 

require less water and fertilizer. 

But producing ethanol from 
switchgrass and other plants is 

still not economical, despite 

years of research. 

Before it commits to a major 

expansion of biofuels production, 

Congress might want to 

consider whether the hoped-for 

benefits from ethanol justify the 

risk of severe water shortages. 

An expert panel of the 

National Academy of Sciences 

recently warned that expanding 
biofuels production into regions 

with little agriculture, especially 
arid areas, will greatly increase 
pressure on water resources in 

many parts of the United States. 

Ethanol distilleries consume 
four gallons of water 

to produce each gallon 
of fuel, but that is only 

a small part of 

ethanol s water needs. 

Agricultural experts 
say that if you count 

the water needed to 

grow corn, one gallon 

of ethanol requires 
1 Qflfl c 

.L,LJSJW 6 Sn 

water. 

_____ 

Some parts of the 

Midwest corn belt 

already are reeling 

say from the adverse 
effects of the ethanol 

binge. Potable water is 

inol becoming scarce in 

some places, and legal 

battles involving 
ethanol producers 

of have erupted over 

water rights. 

____ 

Escalating diversion 
of water for ethanol 

production  and contamination 

of water supplies  is a serious 

and growing concern. But little 

or no monitoring of aquifers is 

being done at a regional leveL 

Without immediate attention, 

the consequences will profoundly 

affect our environment for generations 

to come. 
Right now, fanners are eager 

to get on the ethanol bandwagon, 

and many are abandoning 
crop rotations and other sensible 

farm practices to grow corn 
in the same fields year after 

year. But who is there to consider 

the big picture when corn 

production benefits from billions 

of dollars in farm subsidies 

and the government provides a 

tax cut of 51 cents a gallon for 

ethanol? 

Russell B. Mesler is emeritus professor 

of chemical and petroleum engineenng 

at the University of Kansas.  
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