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'Hammond takes 'Dream' on the road with FHSU

Special to the Times

HAYS - The state's fastest
growing university will not rest
on its laurels, choosing instead to
launch ambitious goals for the
year 2020.

Fort Hays e University,
recognEeHrLecf:lfl‘y in the Coun-
cil for Aid to Education's Colle-
giate Learning Assessment for
performing better than 90 percent
of four-year institutions across
the nation in improving its stu-
dents' writing, reasoning, think-
ing and argumentation skills,
continues to set enrollment
records year after year. "Our esti-
mate of your value-added placed
you in decile group 10," Roger
Benjamin, president of the Coun-
cil for Aid to Education, wrote in
his report to FHSU. "You per-
formed better than 90 percent of
four-year institutions."

FHSU's 20th-day headcount
for the fall 2007 semester was
9,588 students, a new all-time

record. Annual statistics from the
Kansas Board of Regents show
that FHSU has been the growth
leader over the latest five-year re-
porting period. From fall 2001 to
fall 2006, FHSU had an enroll-
ment growth of 62.1 percent.
During that same five-year peri-
od, Emporia State University
saw an increase of 11.2 percent,
Kansas State University grew by
3.2 percent, the University of
Kansas increased by 3.8 percent,

Pitts State University grew
by 2.0 percent, and Wichita State
University actually saw an en-
rollment decrease of 3.7 percent.

Even with the remarkable
growth that includes Virtual Col-
lege students in nearly every state
and more than 2,200 students in
China, the majority of the FHSU
student body continues to be
Kansas residents.

Speaking at a news conference
this moming in Hays, Dr. Ed-
ward H. Hammond, FHSU pres-
ident, announced that he would

carry the message of success
across the state of Kansas next
week on his annual media tour,
visiting at newspapers, radio and
TV stations, and with alumni and
friends of the university in 15
cities.

Dr. Hammond has spent more
than 20 years at the helm of Fort
Hays State, and in August he be-

came the longest serving presi-
dent in the university's 105-year
history.

During the General Faculty
Meeting at the beginning of the
fall semester, he continued his
practice of announcing an annual
theme by declaring "Dare to

Dream"” as the theme for the
2007-2008 academic year.

The centerpiece of the
"Dream" is the development of a
strategic plan to carry the univer-
sity to its goals for the year 2020,
and the president will present that
dream as he travels the length
and breadth of the state next
week.
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