
 
Smith receives Boren 

scholarship (.5 

Zachariah J. Smith was one of 

four University of Kansas students 

named 2007 David, L. Boren 

Undergraduate Scholars by the 

National Security Education Program, 

which supports the study of 

languages and cultures 

underrepresented in study abroad and 

critical to national security. 

Recipients must commit to a year 

of service upon their return in the 

intelligence community or one of the 

following federal departments: 

defense, homeland security or state. 

Smith is majoring in political science 

with an international studies co-major. 

He will study at the University of 

Jordan in Amman through the Council 

on International Educational 

Exchange. He is a member of Sigma 

Alpha Lambda, a national leadership 

and honors organization. He is the son 

of Jeff and Lisa Smith, who hav  

recently moved to Virginia, and is 

(Derby High School graduate. 
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1(lJ welcoræes new 1 

students 
New University of Kansas 

students and their parents from 

Sedgwick CoUnty and the city of 

Andover were welcomed into.the KU 
family at the Jayhawk Generations 

Welcome Picnic on Thursday, June28 
in Wichita. The following Derby 

students were invited to attend: 

Bryson Bennett, Christopher Brown, 

Leslie Carter Mills, Sarah Christians, 

Victoria Grandsoult, Jennifer Haworth, 

David Heckathorn, Adam Hefel, 

Bonnie Reynolds, Aaron Stables, 

Kevan Stout, Cameron Walker, Grant 

Warren, Emylisa Warrick. 
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ZeI! named VP of academics 
BY PHIL RICHARD 

Director of Communications 

Hesston College president 

Howard Keim has announced 

the appointment of Di Sandra 

Zerger as vice president of academics. 

She began serving in 

that role July 1. 

For the past six years, Zerger 

served as Campus 
Supplemental Instruction 

Coordinator at the University of 

Missouri-Kansas City. 

Zerger said she accepted the 

appointment for two reasons. 

Throughout my careei I ve 

always been involved in working 

with students as they access 

higher education,  she said. 

This job allows me to continue 

on that track.  

I ve also been out of 

Mennonite higher education for 

six years,  she continued, so 

I ve been anxious to return, 

since Mennonite education is 

my passion.  

Zerger outlined several 

immediate goals, goals that 

involve building on strengths 

already present at Hesston 

College. We want to continue 

promoting our strong career 

programs,  she said, such as 

nursing, aviation, early childhood 

education, and pastoral 

ministries, as well as several 

new unique programs, like disaster 

management. 

We also want to strengthen 

programs that help students 

decide on majors and careers,  

she said. There s a lot of interest 

among faculty and administrators. 

Last year, a task force 

did good work, and we want to 

build on that momentum.  
Zerger noted a third immediate 

goal. I want more fully to 

understand and help articulate 

to the public the indicators of 

student engagement and success 

at Hesston College,  she 

said. The college has a good 

reputation of personal involvement 

with. students on winch 

noted the uniqueness of the 

Hesston experience and her 

desire to learn to know the faculty, 

the various programs of 

study, current academic initiatives, 

and the place of Hesston 

College among Mennonite colleges.  

The position became available 

when Dt Marc Yoder 

retired after the 2005-06 school 

year Bonnie Sowers, who 

served as interim academic 

dean for the 2006-07 school year, 

will continue as associate dean, 

with primary responsibility for 

institutional research and 

accreditation. 

Zerger grew up in 

McPherson and graduated from 

McPherson High School. 

During her growing up 

years, she attended Eden 

Mennonite Church, 

Moundridge. 

Zerger earned a doctoral 

degree in curriculum and 

instruction at the University of 

Kansas in 1992. She earii a 

master s degree in English at 

the University of Kansas, and a 

bachelor s degree in English 

with a minor in history from 

Bethel College, North Newton, 

Kan., in 1966. 

From 1979-2000, she was a 

faculty member at Bethel 

College, where she served as 

Associate Professor of English 

and Director of the Center for 

Academic Development. From 

1967-1970, she served as English 

as a Second Language instructor 

in Bogota, Colombia. 

Zerger and her husband 

John live in Newton and attend 

Bethel College Mennonite 

Church. John works at AGCO 
in Hesston. 

Zergers have two sons, Brian 

and his wife, Kristin, in 

Olympia, Wash., and Jonathan 

and his wife, Heather, in 

Kansas City, along with one 

grandson, Justin. 

Dr. Sandra Zerger 

we can build.  

Zerger pointed out that most 

traditional age Hesston students 

wifi transfer to a fouryear 

year college or university. We 

want to continue to make transferability 

easy and continue to 

build strong articulation agreements 

with appropriate institutions,  

she said. 

A fifth goal, according to 

Zergei works well with colleges 

the size of Hesston. We have a 

wonderful cross-cultivation of 

ideas between academic departments,  

she said. That s a real 

advantage that happens her all 

the time. I want to find ways to 

encourage even more interdepartmental 

collaborations.  

When announcing Zerger s 

appointment, President Keim 
pointed out several of her 

strengths. In addition to her 

academic credentials, Dr. 

Zerger s strengths include a 

strong record of program development 

with first and secondyear 

year students, collaboration 

and leadership across departmental 

lines, and commitment 
to student learning and high 

academic standards,  he said. 

Her areas of expertise include 

rhetoric and composition theor 

discipline-specific learning, 

and academic support systems.  

In accepting the appointment,  

Keim said, Dt Zerger 
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