
New University of Kansas students 

and their parents from Shawnee County 

will be welcomed into the KU family at 

the Jayhawk Generations Welcome Picnic 

at 6:30 p.m., July 23, in Topeka. 

The KU Alumni Association and 

its Topeka chapter will greet the next 

generation of Jayhawks at the Gage Park 

Westlake Shelter, 635 S.W. Gage Blvd. 

Area alumni, new students, students interested 

in learning more about KU and 

parents are invited to attend and enjoy 

complimentary food and beverages. 

Each new Jayhawk will also receive a 

free T-shirt. 

Larry Tenipor of Topeka, chapter 

steering committee member, is coordinating 

the event. Alumni association 

staff will arrive with the signature KU 

trailer full of grills, burgers and brats 

for the festivities. Current KU students, 

alumni and university representatives 

will mix and mingle with students to 

answer questions and offer advice. 

Alumni association representatives 

who will attend include Jennifer Alderdice, 

director for student programs; 

Jill Miller, director of Kartsas City 

programs; and Heath Peterson, director 

for Kansas programs. 

For more information or to make 

reservations, visit www.kualiiimni.org, 

call the KU Alumni Association at 

(800) 584-2957 or e-mail ku 
kualumni.org. 

The alumni association invited 

incoming students whose enrollment 

deposits were received by the Office of 

Admissions and Scholarships by May 

1. Rossville High graduates invited 

are Sean Reskey, Marc Roth, Patrick 

Salsbury and Christopher Seele. Silver 

Lake High graduates invited are Danielle 

Bulson, Christina Carter, Caitlin 

Grant, Brian Hill, Nicolas Miller and 

Brooke Stebbins. 

it1 picnic to welcome new 

Shawnee County students 
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Kansas bt vision coming in to clearer 

focus with consideration of Manhattan site 

By JOHN MILBURN 
Associated Press Writer 

MANHATTAN It s no stretch to 

say Kansas officials were giddy last 

week when word came that the state 

had made the short list of sites under 

consideration for a new federal biosecurity 

facility. 

The excitement was for more than 

just the prospect of being the home of 

the National Bio and Agro-Defense 
Facility. It was for the validation that 

decisions made nearly a decade ago 

were correct. 

In the late 1990s, Kansas State 

University made the decision to build 

on its strengths in plant and animal 

research and focus on becoming a 

national  if not global  leader in 

bioscience. It meant concentrating 

efforts and resources on those departments, 

assembling an accomplished 
staff and making the case for increased 

state and federal research dollars. 

The site on the north side of Kansas 

State s main campus was one of five 

announced by the Department of 

Homeland Security as a possibility for 

the new $451 million NBAF center. 

Other sites still in the running are in 

Texas, North Carolina, Mississippi and 

Georgia. Originally, 18 sites in 12 

states  including the San Francisco 

Bay  Area s Lawrence Livermore 

sNationaI Laboratory  were consid 

considered by Homeland Security. 

The federal facility is scheduled to 

start operating in 2013-14. Officials 

estimate the federal facility would generate 

1,500 construction jobs, up to 500 

scientific jobs and $3.5 billion over 20 

years. 

Kansas State University President 

Jon Wefald compared last week s 

announcement to making an NCAA 
Final Four. Landing the center would 

be a trophy of epic proportions for the 

university and state. 

I don t know that any other state 

has put together a unified team like we 

have here in Kansas,  Wefald said. 

Legislators and Gov. Kathleen 
Sebelius took that a step farther in 

2004. 

The Kansas Economic Growth Act 

established a state policy of focusing 

efforts on recruiting and developing 

jobs in emerging technologies. The 

goal was to tap into this market, with 

projections that it could pay off as 

much as $500 million over 10 years. 

Central to that was building new 

research centers at Kansas State, the 

Universiti.of Kansas and W_ State 

University. 

We saw the opportunity to create 

jobs in Kansas by recruiting bioscience 

finns to our state  Sebelius said. So in 

2004, we made a commitment to make 
Kansas a leader in bioscience research 

by building on our existing assets and 

by creating the Bioscience Authority. 

The Authority allows us to focus our 

efforts and show bioscience firms and 

the federal government the advantages 

of choosing Kansas.  

Kansas State will open its 

Bioscience Research Institute this fall, 

capable of handling many of the same 

tasks that would be conducted at the 

NBAF site. That means there would be 

a smooth transition from the current 

aging Plum Island, N.Y., site to 

Manhattan. And it gives federal officials 

options, either expanding the BRI 
or building a new facility on adjacent 

ground. 

House Speaker Melvin Neufeld sajd 

the announcement shows that others 

outside Kansas see the state s potential. 

Such a center would complement 
and expand the work of the Biosecurity 

Research Institute, a state-of-the art 

bio-research facility at Kansas State, as 

well as the numerous plant and animal 

companies already located in our 

state,  said Neufeld, R-Ingalls. 

Legislators passed three measures 

during the 2007 session to pave the 

way for landing the lab. One created an 

interagency working group to coordinate 

efforts, a second conveyed land at 

Kansas State to the federal government 
to build the facility, while a resolution 

(See: Bioscience, page 6) 
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