
Artist questions painting over murals 

To the editor: 

Who wants to take credit for denying Chetopa 

a moment in educational history? Many citizens in 

Chetopa would like to know the answer. Recently 

while attending a fundraiser in the multi-purpose 

room at Chetopa Elementary, it was brought to 

my attention the big mural was missing. Koalaity 

Education  using the Koala Bear theme. 

Did all the twenty-plus murals get painted 

over? When asking a school official on the board 

what happened to the mural, his reply was, I 

don t know.  

As an alumnus of the Chetopa school, this 

was an honor for me to participate and work with 

teachers, staff, and students on the murals. Teachers 

and students collaborated on subjects such as 

reading, music, sports, or just fun stuff for each 

classroom. 

Photographers from Kaiisas Universi!y Qf 

Lawrence came to photograph the murals for a 

book they were publishing; they were denied access 

to the building for viewing. We are listed, but 

we missed the opportunity of being photographed 

in the book, Kansas Murals, A Traveler s Guide. 

This book has national recognition and is available 

in libraries throughout Kansas. Calvin Littlejohn 

and Joan Allen donated this book to the 

Chetopa City Library. 

Where is the pride in our school and for our 

community? Why was this not taken to a vote? 

Who is responsible for painting over the historical 

murals? What will be taken from the communitj 

next? 

Responses welcome 

 Joan Allen 

73 5- 

Altamont
Journal

Altamont,KS
Circ. 297

From Page:
5

8/8/2007
32006

32006-08-08_5001

County:
Labette



hers note 

population decline 
Experts bemoan destruction of taligrass 

prairies, loss of other critical habitats 

MATT ERICKSON MER!CKSONC  
When Bob Antonio began bird 

watching about 25 years ago, he 

didn t have to go far to find a 

northern bobwhite. 

Antonio could spot the 

ground-dwelling, robin-sized 

bird at Lawrence s Burcham 
Park. Not anymore. 

I used to get them in Burcham 

Park nearly every year,  the 

Lawrence man said. Now I 

haven t gotten one in a decade. 

I ve just been amazed.  

Declining populations 

In the last 40 years, North 

America s northern bobwhite 

population has sunk by 82 percent. 

It s not alone: Several common 

Kansas birds have seen 

huge chunks of their populations 

disappear during that time. 

At least eight of the 20 bird 

species named in June in an 

Audubon Society report reside 

regularly in Kansas. Several 

more pass through the state seasonally. 

Each of the species in the 

Audubon Society report has seen 

its population drop by at least 50 

percent in the past 40 years. 

Other Kansas birds on the list 

include the eastern meadowlark, 

whose population fell by 72 percent 

in 40 years; the loggerhead 

shrike, down 71 percent; and the 

common grackle, 61 percent. 

An analysis of Kansas bird 

\ 
surveys shows that all three of 

\those bii birds, as well as the nort 

em bobwhite, have experienced 

similar declines within Kansas, 

said Bill Busby, a Kansas Biological 

Survey scientist. 

The big picture is, we re 

experiencing the same thing here 

in Kansas that they are across the 

country,  Busby said. 

Prairie life 

While the national Audubon 
Society list contained a diverse 

group of species that included 

ducks and aquatic birds, most of 

Kansas  declining birds share a 

link: They live in prairies and 

grasslands, where many of them 

nest on the ground. 

Mark Robbins, an ornithologist 

at the Kansas iversity 

Natural History Museum, sai 

this link pointed to the biggest 

reason for declining bird populations 

in Kansas: destruction of 

the state s prairies. 

The major problem for many 
birds is the conversion of grasslands 

to cultivation,  Robbins 

said. 

Many birds that are declining 

in population live in taligrass 

prairies, which Robbins said was 

North America s most-endangered 

ecosystem. About 98 percent 

of the original North American 

taligrass prairie is gone, he 

said, and what s left consists of 

small fragments. 

The largest patch of tallgrass 

prairie left is the jj area 

in Kansas. asspr once 

consumed the entire eastern third 

of the state. 

Greater prairie chicken 

Robbins said the tallgrass 

prairie s deterioration was evident 

in the population of its flag- 

ship species  the greater 

prairie chicken. 

It was not on the Audubon 
Society list, but the greater 

prairie chicken population also 

has dropped. Robbins said it had 

disappeared from several Midwestern 

states where it was once 
prevalent. In Kansas, greater 
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