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Many people consider the arrival of 

summer a long-awaited and welcome 
occasion: a chance for rest, relaxation 

and sunny weather. But for sports fanatics, 

summer in Kansas is nothing to look 

forward to. 

June is devoid of Friday night football 

and the madness of the NCAA basketball 

tournament. July leaves fans of 

college football counting the weeks, 

days, hours and minutes until their 

favorite teams take the field. The August 

heat is sweltering enough to make a 

simple round of golf out of the question. 

Though summer is slow for sports 

fans, the downtime can provide an 

opportunity to brush up on history and 

relive some great moments. The Kansas 
Sports Hall of Fame, located about three 

hours southwest of Kansas City in 

Wichita, offers plenty of artifacts to 

quench enthusiasts  thirst for sports. 

We have everything from Olympic 

gold medals to game-worn jerseys and 

trophies,  Hall of Fame executive director 

Ted Hayes said. This is a place 

where sports fans can come and remember 

things from their past they might 

have experienced as a fan or even a participant.  

In its 46 years of existence, the 

Kansas Sports Hall of Fame has collected 

plenty of medals, jerseys and trophies. 

But the museum contains much 

more than that. 

The two-story structure located in 

downtown Wichita includes sections 

dedicated to golf; track, volleyball, softball 

and the Olympics in addition to 

more mainstream sports like basketball, 

football and baseball. Accomplished 
high school athletes are recognized next 

to Kansans who ascended to the highest 

ranks of professional competition. 

Sports are a large part of our society, 

especially in Kansas,  Hayes said. 

Whether it s going to a baligame in a 

small town, a Kansas basketball game 

or a Kansas State football game. It s just 

what people love to do.  

Although the exhibits prominently 

feature some of the biggest names in 

Kansas sports history, less renowned 
athletes are also recognized. 

WNBA stars who once called Kansas 

home like Jackie Stiles and Nicole 
Ohlde receive as much recognition as 

male counterparts Mitch RichmOnd and 

Danny Manning. 

Authentic artifacts from the careers 

of legendary Kansans Walter Johnson 
and Ralph Honk hang just several feet 

from those of less celebrated baseball 

players Pat Meares and Darren Dreifort. 

One of Hayes  favorite pieces of the 

collection is a baseball autographed by 

Walter Johnson. The Humboldt native 

originally signed the ball in 1938 and 

handed it to a young girl. The Kansas 

Sports Hall of Fame came across a pictare 

published by The Washington Post 

of Johnson handing the ball to the same 

girl who later donated the artifact. 

Hayes said that story and others like it 

are what make the hail of fame special. 

In addition to its collection of arti 
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