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FIVE W’S AND AN H | Owen Morris

Grad gets ready
to play ad game

By TIM ENGLE
The Kansas City Star

Owen Morris just graduated
from the University of Kansas,
but there’s no diploma hanging
on his wall. Something about a
$20 parking ticket KU says he
hasn’t paid.

Morris, 22, is resolved to fight
it — “I'm like the Erin Brockov-
ich of parking tickets at KU” —
although he admits he’ll probably
cave eventually.

After all, he has bigger fish to
fry, and no, we're not talking
about helping out at his dad’s
deli, Adrian’s Café at Antioch
Road and College Boulevard in
Overland Park. (His mom runs
the other Adrian’s, on Santa Fe in
Lenexa.)

Actually, Morris is back in
school already. He just relocated
to Minneapolis for three months
to go to the Miami Ad School, a
program for advertising profes-
sionals. Morris’ degree is in stra-
tegic communications with an
emphasis on advertising, and he
has been an intern twice at the
Barkley ad agency in Kansas City.

He eventually hopes to own
his own upscale restaurant, but if
neither that nor’ the ad game
pans out, he ought to consider
becoming a comedy writer. He
has experience at it: He wrote for
and edited Tongue in Beak, a hu-
mor section (sort of like The On-
ion) of the University Daily
Kansan.

“They axed it after my semes-
ter of being the editor,” Morris
says. ‘Apparently you're not sup-
posed to make athletic people
mad, but I didn’t know.”

He was also a columnist for
the Kansan and contributed
funny stuff to McSweeneys.net.

He does the New York Times

crossword every day. He’s also
into skiing and rock climbing,
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WHO are you today versus
who you were five years ago?

Five years ago I didn’t have
a single diploma — not
counting my sixth-grade
DARE diploma — but now I
have a high school diploma
and a college diploma, pend-
ing that disputed parking
ticket. And I'm going for a
third and final diploma in
Minneapolis. Each diploma
has opened up doors — not to
an actual paying job but to re-
ceiving another, more expen-
sive diploma. I'm starting to
think that it might be just one
big pyramid scheme.

WHAT five-letter word starting
with a T is a synonym for you?

Unconventional.

WHEN do you get mad?

When I'm behind a slow driver
camped out in the left lane.
Something Kansas City drivers
have never seemed to grasp is
that the left lane is meant for
passing, not driving. You should
use the left lane the same way
you use a Porta Potti: Do your
business and get out as fast as
you can.

Another thing that gets me
fired up is people who don't
flush public toilets, or worse,
people who vandalize them by
sticking paper towels and news-
papers down them. At minimum,
this should be punishable by the




