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JACK WEINSTEIN

A public hearmg at 7 p.m. today
at City Hall is the next step in

establishing a sales tax and rev-
enue bond district at 119th Street
and Renner Road.

The district would be a mixed-
use development that could
include extensions of University
of Kansas museums, retail, Office

and-inmdustrial space, business
park/distribution facilities, a hotel
and conference facilities at the site
formerly occupied by Benchmark
Express.

STAR bonds are state-approved

See TIF, Page 5A

TIF public hearing also takes place tonight

Rrom Page 1A

tax incentives paid for by
revenue generated from
sales taxes at the develop-
ment.

The bonds typically are
granted for entertainment
and tourism districts that
expect to draw visitors to
the area. ‘

The developer seeks more
than $140 million in STAR
bond financing. A STAR
bond district never has
been approved in Johnson
County.

Olathe and the universi-
ty announced in late May
that they had signed a let-
ter of intent to build exten-
sions of the Natural History
and Spencer Art museums
across the street from Bass
Pro Shops, which opened in
February.

The Museum of World
Treasures, which is in
Wichita, also could be
moved to the site. Lon
Smith, the director of the
Museum of World Trea-
sures, said it’s too early to
say if the museum would
move.

“A lot of things have to
happen before that devel-
opment comes to fruition,”
he said. “If it does come to
fruition and they make us
an offer, we’ll seriously con-
sider it. At this point, that
hasn’t happened.”

miles away, and more than
33,000 people comprising
approximately 12,100 par-
ties would spend an average
of nearly two nights in local
hotel rooms.

According to the analysis,
more than $3.4 million in
revenue would be generated
each year by the museums.
It also estimated that more
than $11 million would be
spent outside the district on
food and beverage, accom-
modations and retail.

A public hearing also will
take place tonight to expand
the Olathe Gateway tax
increment financing district
at 119th and Renner.

The developer has pur-
chased more land and pro-
posed to add 43 acres to the
site, making the district 150
acres.

"The KU museums are
proposed for the expanded
area. '

Ron Shaver, a economic
development analyst for
the city, said the next step
would be ordinances to
expand the TIF district and
create a STAR bond dis-
trict, and those would be
on the July 24 City Council
agenda.

— Contact Jack Weinstein
at 764-2211, Ext. 130, or
jweinstein@theolathenews.
com.




