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" Mirikitani photos courtesy of East River Films, Brookly, N.Y
Japanese-American artist Jimmy Mirlkitani is the subject of a documentary film being shown at the Art Center Cinema, 150 S. Santa, beginning today. Mirikitani
was found living on the streets of New York City and was befriended by retired KU art p f Roger Shim: and filmmaker Linda Hattendorf.

" THE HEALING AR‘I‘

POWER OF

Retired KU professor and artist Roger Shimomura will discuss
the documentary film “The Cats of Mirikitani,” which examines the life

of a Japanese-American artist he considers to be a ‘kindred spirit’

it to survive.”

Mirikitani also was befriended by New York
documentary filmmaker Linda Hattendorf, who in
2002 helped Mirikitani apply for Social Security
benefits and found him a home at an assisted-liv-
ing retirement center. :

Hattendorf made a film about Mirikitani’s life,
“The Cats of Mirikitani.” ]

Shimomura, who appears in the film, will be in
Salina to discuss the film and his friendship with
Mirikitani at 4 p.m. Sunday at the Salina Art Cen-
ter, 242 S. Santa Fe. Admission is free.

The documentary will be shown today through
Thursday at the Art Center Cinema, 150 S.

Santa Fe.

When Shimomura met Mirikitani, he found they
had a lot in common besides their Japanese ances-
try and shared art. They both survived the trauma
of being relocated to American internment camps
during World War II and said that deeply influ-
enced their art.

Shimomura, who was interned with his fam-
ily in Idaho when he was 5 years old, grew up to
become a revered artist, whose highly political

—>




